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i A FAMOTUS IRISH-AMERICAN

A - ATHLETE..
Missouri Athlerie C H
o E;'i]ltt];(: L_iub, Sairt Ten
e hditor ** Western eqn)
D_ear Sir—Mayo men residem"";' +
United States are always ;Dter(:l“ 1"}“
€ : sted i
;t:he success of the men who have i:f.-‘h :.:'1
find a home in the Great Repunt: e

. ; 1 of
VesT. In ths a-thlet-xc world af the \‘rth';
American Continent the name 5 V! :
LY Mertig

Sheridan is 2 househo!

ciiefBy throurh hisupc;%)c;gss“:;:{ <l %
try gained first place in lasturé~-:;5§
tic Tournament ut Athens: ; 5o
County Mayo, is the place V;};ere < )
jwas born and reared. For at 3;1;* P .‘11
i a century Maro has produced .ome ¢ et

Naily, of Balls, was one of the mn.
minus athletes in Europe. Lika “w";"in
e A

Sheridan, ne wa%&ati}e and was glmpoe
invinceibie at long distance runninge :;:;E';
T JU

ix_:; aud weight thrawi Iz all the gre
cities of Aweriea, Mayo men a}»ﬁ:- ft
day prominent in all branches of at‘fx'fp-:‘o
One of the most successfal of "(ecs
Jozeph Patrick Lydon, better 'gp.o-,-,-;,':‘, hf.
early dars around Swinford as Pas L;‘é{) ,
i A brief sketch of his career may ba o :n'
terest to some of the readers ng {:-
© Western Penple.”” Lydon was hgr s
Ki'k but at a very early ams ;(jreg
1o Swi where he went 1 the Na
tigrnal schiosls The sehool whick zv&-'
attended was on the banks of the i);vtn
Aev. the place was named C!Dong;,'e';;{r
and it iz probable that some of hig ;ck:;l
mates live in that neighbourkeod stil]
Lxdon’s favourite amusement as a l;ov:

coursing.  While still in his t¢eny
}ydon went te England and gainsg };:s
first experience in  Athletids 2 Lostla
Liverpeol. He joined an Associatinn fQ(;t:
ball team at that citF, and after a fey
games had his coliar-bone broken. }:\:;‘,
aceident caused him 1w return to Ire}a;d
and after his recovery ks was found piav:
ing 1n the ranks of the Swinford and Ki.
lasser teams against Baliina. He played
in the memorable game of Charlestowg
against Ballvmote, helping to win {he cu
for thg former town. He was generaiil;
recognised ‘as one of the best players in
Mayo, and very often called upon to help
other towns when a good game was ;q
After his arrival in this country he v-e;é
direct %o St. Louis, where he j.oined ﬂ"
First Regiment of the Missoun National
Guard, in which his brother, Thomas, wzy
a lieutenant, and aftervards hecamelean
tain of Co. 1., a famous Irish ‘compariy
which ma raputation for themselres iy
the &panizh-American War.
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most eminent men in athletic g,UnB:
Thirty years or s0 ago the late V. W -
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Lydon remained in the reziment five
svears, at the end of which time he ra
signed, after having become fairiy pro
ficient in besing and genmeral athletics,
In 1903 Lydon rarried to a successful is
sue an 1ndoor athletic meet at the First
Regiment armory, in which he took parg
himself. He was trained by Martin De
laney, the famous coach of the 5t. Lonis
University, one of the best kiown Catholie
institutions in the United fcates. Thia
was the first public meeting in whick Ly.
don took part on this side of the Atlantin
and his races in the 30 vards, 224 vards
and quarter mile were made in record
time, winning all three: In the next yesr
and a half he won 20 medals in track and
fie]ld events. He now turned his aiten.
tion to boxinz, aud in a tournament held
Lere in 1234 he made his first appearance,
and after soundly beating his cpponens
he was declared the loser c¢n a foul. Twe
months later he tock part in ancther
tournament in two different classes. In
the World's Fair boxing tourcament be
lost to two of the bast men in Amerina
in the light-weight division, bui he pob
up z splendid fight, and the St. Louis pa-
pers werz unanimous in the opinion thrt
Lydon should have had the decision, bt
luck was against him. Tn 1805 Lydon be-
came a member of the Missouri Athletia

.Club, one of ths most famous vrganisa-

tions of its kind in the world, havinz a
membership list of over 5,000. His firsh
appearance -at the M. A. C. was on tfin.
14th, 1903, and he met 2 good serapper
named Carl Bollinger, whom he knosked
out in thres rounds. Lydon fought tea
batiles in 1905, losing only two, and oneof
these was by defaunlt. He fought twocf
these in the 1451b., or welter weight ciasy,
and won both contests. In*d905 he sp-
peared in tho squared circle seven times,
losing twice and wirning five times. Ly-
don has been in action only three times
this vear, and woa by the knock-out rome
in two of the three. ~Besides beinz &
boxer, Lydon is a long distance ruaner of
no mean ahility, and is guite an expat
at the handball game, and winning cce
championship.  Lydon and hiz brother
are en:husiastic supporters of tha Irih
cause, as alss are his uncles, who are pro-
minent in national affairs. He has won
medals for every branch of athietics from
50 vards to 23 miles. and is still one of
the best 135!, boxers in this country. Hs
is a semi-pure smateur, never 2ets moner
for his services; always prizes. He boxed
an exhibtion three rounds rith Batting
Nelson at a Jocal theatre —Yours 1roly,
RICHARD D. WALSH,
st. Louis, Mo., C.8.A



