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IRISH FOLKLORE COMMISSION

QUESTIONNAIRE : - MAY EVE AND MAY DAY

May Day as Point in Year. Was May Day an important day in the year? One of the
Quarter-days ? The beginning of summer 2 Any popular sayings about it? Was'it a set day
for paying rent, hiring, letting? Is there any tradition of meoving cattle or sheep to rough
pastures on May Day? Any sayings about May and farm-work, crops, stock, etc.? Was the
first Sunday of May kept as May Day? Are there any traditions of * Old May Day "2 When
was it? Did people refrain from work on May Eve or May Day ? :

May Day and Weather. Any weather sayings about May? About sea-tides in May ?
About the sun on May Day? The May moon 2- Any beliefs about the wind in Maytime ?

Sickness and Special Powers. Did May Day affect sickness? Were persons or animals
born on May Day supposed to have special powers ? Any beliefs about sleeping on May Day ?

Luck. Any local beliefs, sayings or stories about marriage in May? About buying clothes
or boots o May Day? About strangers walking land on May Day ?

Divination and Omens. Any traditions of practices on May Eve or Morn to divine the future,
e.g., to find out about future husband? Describe. Omens ar beginning of May re coming
year, crop, stock, household 2 Pig or other animal driven into house for luck 2

Blessing of Home, Fields and Stock. Did some member of the family invoke blessing on
house, fields, stock, on May Eve? Why? What prayer was said ? Describe the ceremony.

Nettle-stinging on May Eve. Was it the custom to sting people with nettles on May Eve?
If so, describe custom.

Dew. Any local beliefs or stories about dew on May Morn as conferring beauty, luck, or
special powers to hands ? *

May Flowers., Were flowers or branches brought into house on May Morn2 What flowers,
plants or branches? By whom? Why? When? Was any saying or song used? Did
people in house reply? Where were plants put? For how long were they left? Was any
special name applied to these plants, or to the custom of bringing them in? Were certain

plants unlucky to bring in?

May Bush and Procession, Was the custom of setting up a May Bush observed in your
district? If so, give an account of the bush, site on which 1t was erected, decorations, ceremony
of erection, people taking part, dancing, games or festivities around it. Was it taken round in
procession 2 Was any other emblem or effigy carried round in procession on May Day? Were
houses visited, gifts expected 2 Was a song sung ? What was done with the sifts ? How long
was the bush left standing? Where and how was it disposed of ? Is any such custom stll
kept up ?

May Pole. Is there any tradition in your district of erecting a May Pole? If so, give as
complete an account as you can. Is it long since it was observed ?

May Fair. Was a fair of special importance held in the beginning of May? On May 1st,
first Monday of May, May 11th? Where? Why was it regarded as important 2 Any special
customs or sayings comnected with it 2 _

The Well at Maytime. Any beliefs or stories about wells on May Eve or May Morn, e.g.,
" profit "-stealing ? How was it done? . Were Precautions taken against it 2 Any * profit -
stealing at boundary or river waters? S :

- Was any local Holy Well visited specially’ on May Eve or May Day ¢

. The Fire on May Day. " What was the local belief about the household fire on May Day?
About the first fire lit on May Morn ? ~Watching for neighbours’ smoke? About lending or
. borrowing ‘embers ? - About lighting a pipe at a neighbour’s fire? Precautions taken o guard

the fire? Any stories told locally about any of these points will be welcome, S .
~Any tradition ‘of bonfires on May Eve or May Day? -If s0, please find out all you can

© about the custom and ‘write it down, .



o

Milk- and Butter-Stealing and Prevention. Any stories about these activities? Methods
used, e.g., skimming wells, drinking dew on other's land, dragging cloth or rope in dew, boiling
herbs in lime-kiln, spinning at cross-roads, rope-thrown across neighbour’s cow, mack churning,
mud from cow's foot, etc. "If any of these were told of locally, or other methods not here
mentioned, please tell about them, and give the local anecdotes. Time of performance ?  Words
used ? Discovery of persons suspected? Any tale of a milking hare on May Morn? What
Preventive measures were taken against milk and butter-stealing ? All-night watch of cattle,
udders rubbed (with what)? Holy Water or ashes sprinkled (where)? Any objects put in or
on churn as pratection ?

Herb-Picking on May Day. Any local beliefs or story about herb-picking on May Eve or
May Day? By whom picked? For what purpose ?

Lending or Borrowing. Any beliefs about lending or borrowing on May Eve or May Day ?
To what things (farm-produce or things in general) did the belief apply? Recovery of lent
objects before May Day? Within what time limits did the belief apply? Any local stories
regarding these beliefs will be welcome.

* Fairies and May. Was it considered wrong to be out late on May Eve ? What dangers were
feared ? Were fairies supposed to be particularly active on May Eve and May Day? Was any
food or other offering left out for fairies on May Eve? If so, describe. Why? Did fairies
change their abode on that day? Any stories of fairy kiduappings, hurling matches, battles,
etc., on May Eve? Any stories of appearances of supernatural beings or objects on May Morn
(e.g., O'Donoghue of the Glen, mermaids, objects washed up on sea-shore, etc.). Any tradition
of stones, rocks, etc., coming to life on May Eve or Morn?




