
Why were the police so exercised about the policing of fairs at this time?

One of the main tasks which faced the newly formed police force was the quelling of disturbances at

fairs and gatherings. In 1825 police reported that the Three and Four old factions fought desperately

at the fair of Dromin causing the deaths of three men. At the fair of Knockaderry in May 1835 there

was another fatality as a result of a faction fight. Below we have a police report dated 23 May 1836

giving details of a faction fight which occurred at the fair of Kilfinane on the previous day. On that

occasion, the adversaries known as ‘the Three and Four Year old factions fought in a most furious

manner with stones.’ According to the report, police managed to restore order and to arrest known

individuals ‘who will be summoned to Petty Sessions’. However Mr Bennett, one of the coroners of

the county, in an endeavour to prevent the riot ‘was struck in the head by a stone and is now

confined to his bed.’

By this time the phenomenon of faction fighting seemed to have been already on the wane in the

locality. This was possibly due to a number of factors.

In August 1836 Sub Inspector Smith expressed satisfaction at the peacekeeping strategies which

were being pursued.



Another factor which contributed to the pacification of violent disturbances was the Repeal

Campaign being organised by Daniel O’Connell at this time. By the onset of Famine in 1845 the

custom of faction fighting had almost completely died out.

Ballinvreena Fair in the mid and late 1800s.

Sporadic nineteenth century newspaper reports indicate that Ballinvreena Fair remained a feature of

the agricultural and sporting calendar of the district for most of the century. In April 1840 trading was

brisk in Ballinvreena but poor the following day in Knocktoran. However drunkenness was not a

problem on either day perhaps because customers could instead enjoy a cup of coffee from the

many coffee tents in both places!

April 1840

Unsurprisingly, all such activity more or less ceased during the years of the Famine between 1845

and 1852. Only one of the four annual fairs was held during that period.  On 28 August 1852 a notice

appeared in The Nation newspaper announcing the revival of the August fair.

28 August 1852



This notice from the November 1853 fair of Ballinvreena clearly illustrated the upturn in agricultural

trading which occurred in post-Famine Ireland. The report from that fair mentioned pig buyers from

Dublin transporting pigs back to city by rail from Knocklong.

November 1853

November 1858

At that November fair in 1858 the pig market seemed to have been the best trade of the day.

Cattlemen were disappointed with the lack of buyers for their ‘large lots of fat cattle’.

November 1858

Racing punters enjoyed a good day out at the races which again featured at this meeting. The report

(below) concluded with the observation ‘though there was a large police force present, their services

were not in a single instance required.



It is clear from the following notice which appeared in the Cork Examiner on 16 April 1903 that

Ballinvreena Fair survived into the twentieth century.

16 April 1903

By mid-century the idea of establishing a co-operative mart began to take hold among the farmers of

the area. By that time fairs were losing their appeal and it seems that Ballinvreena Fair was one of

the first casualties in the calendar of fairs for County Limerick. In 1939 the four dates for Ballinvreena

Fair were published as usual in the Limerick Leader’s list of fairs for the county. In the 1940 list the

only date advertised for Ballinvreena fair was 31st August. That may have been the last fair to be held

in Ballinvreena.
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