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TON LOGNGBGAT'S RUN OF
FCURTEEN MILES,

el ——————

A REMARKABLE PERFORMANCE.

ENTHUSIASTIC SCENES,

Our Kidmaliock correspondent wiiies: —

“Gond Juck, Tom!” went up from u Lun-
dred throats as Longbout started on Lis
sourney of fourteen miles,  The ky wus
clear, the sun shone brilliantly with inten-c
heat, whilo the track—the public rod—rmas
ccvered with a thick coat of dust.  The
“sond off,” whiclt was enthus‘astie, be-
lokened the feelings of the hundréd of ad-

mirers who had forezathered to wish him
“God specd.” The route taken waus circuit-
ous, commencing at his training leadouar
ters, the residence of Mr Flanagen, Kil-
breedy, and on by the Dallinvana Creumery
to Kilfinane, from there to Wilmallek, and
thence back to Kilbreedy. When sntering
on tho stupendous task, Longbout vas pre-
ceded at some distance by two or tlree cye
hsts to cusure a clear road. whre he was
followed by his trainer, Tom TFlanagn who
was scated on a car, while thirty e jorty
cars of various descriptions and s manv
evcehsts joined 1n, all ¢f which fomned an
extensive procession, in which fadies rarbed
in bright hues appropriate to suiuner con-
iributed o conspicttous part. The ditfereat
patuts of vantage along the rowe were
avatled of by nuinerous spectatoss, who
chicered longboat as he led his attendants
at a merry paco. Many of those dropped
out from cexhaustion, while others at dil-
terent points joimed the throne, bt when
four muik& had beenr coverad not a julf a
dozen of the origimal muster wis to be seen,
“The pace that kills,” and <o they 1ad reu-
hsed. On :ped Longboat with a recular
step, with that ecase of movement avd catm
demeanour in which were reposed every Cevi-
denco of a confidence that would ke jucu-
fred,

At Kilfinane a4 vast concourse o people
awatted his arrival, and as  he pussed
through the streets he was accorded u ¢reat
ovation. Here the ndmber of covelsts was
consulerably inercased. but in o shiart thne
Longboat had spread havoe in their ranks,
for in their cfforts to keep up with hm they
ran into each other, with the resut that
they went sprawling about the road. while
on went Longboat, pursuing the evea tenor
of his way, amid the plaudits of the people.
g . .
Fhose who lined the road to s him
pass got the f{rst 1ntimeation af  his
approrch by the distant cloud of Jdus hatf-a
milo in length, w'lnch.over)r moment cains neater
and noarcr until within two hundred yvands,
when Longboat was otrservexd a few yars ahrad

of the mass of men and women, cars nri bicy-
clxs, all of which were onvoIoL)ed in the puylver
wad  Jimostone, which save them a houry ap-
pearance, in which they scarcely could Ix recoz-
nwod.  Along cume Longboat, with a soyrching
suni beating on him; he steps from the contro
to the side of the roud, and glides along wvithout
o pereepuble effort, and is immediately [oer ¢
view. He procexds to Kilinallock in n wiform
pace and with perfect equanimny, to tho adns
ution and wondor of the people. In Kilnailock
tho strocts are crowded, while a flag, the “diarns
ard  Stripes,” floats from the Run ¢ Luck.
Longboat continucd his course to the aceonpxnt:
ment of the choers of the poputation.  Ie w23
net well cutaide the town an his hamewars jour
rev to Rifbecody, when he quickensd hig PN,
fird soon tha evelists were aain in diffoulties.
for Lry as they would, longboat eailad away
fromn them. Whon twelve miles  had  been
coverod he negeciated a etoep hill a8 if Je had
not travellxl half-a-mmile that dav, and con.inucd
to stride alony [or two miles 10 the finjsly with
4 SWHUK&! lh&fo vas anl.‘tzing, axd which jpro-
volied a scene of unbounded enthusiasm, A re-
markable feature of Longbcat's po:formazce
that v his movotnents he doos not orecte the
impreesion that he 8 going fast: this is duc o
tha fact thal ho mowves with an ahsolute ease:
there i no effort; no moving of the hands cf
rhoulders—in fact, he glides over the road in the
fame manner up hill or down hill, but when
tho oyes are turnod on the pursuing cyclists
with overy norve etrainod, with whips applica
to horacs in tho ondeavour to koep up with
Longboat, it is then that ono is able to form
en ostimate and be convincod of how quick be
{ravels,

IHs task on this cccasion, which was por-
formed with 6o much merit, wes a great achieve-
ment. 'The heat was intense, and the trafic
stirrod up the dust to a disagrecable exeent.
while it is feared that many of his sdmuers
in their anxiety to be near did Longhboa: no
OrvIon—in faet. a2 body of cydista kept so close
that there was imminout danger if their rushing
on to him, and even apart from that contin:
goncy, the noiee, confusion, and dusl which
they stirred up wore conditicns that cowd nct
holp him in tha trying ordeal. Of course everr
onc meant well, but when they reflact on the
situation they will agroe that a little mozo
accommodation could not fail to by «f advaa
tage to the runnor, and in the discharge ¢f o
arduous a task Longboat's wolfare should be
the firit consideration.

On Saturday Longboat will run from Limerick
u) Kij MJMk’ 2 di&t&](‘e cf 21 mi l(ﬁ ®lrish Newspaper Archives



