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LONGBOAT’S GREAT RUN

© p———

20 MILEY COVERED.
FROM LIMERICE TO KHMALLOCTE,

REMARKABLE PERTFORMANCE.

Our Kilmallock correspondent writes:—

Tom Longbeat gave his final trial run
of 20 miles preparatory to the great Mara-
thon race , the journey being from Lime-
rick to Kilmallock, and the thousands who
witnawsed the tinish as Longboat swept along
with a swifiness and power as if he had
only covered u quarter of a mile, pr>-
claimed their admivation in rounds of ap-

plause  which Longboat acknowledged with
a pleasant smile that conveyed that he, too.

was satisfied with his effort.  And so well
he might.

Many people had come long distances,
somo incredulous of the great feats that had
teen attributed to Longhoat, and now they
nlood convinced, amazed, and wondering.
There was Longboat, the central figure in =
crowd of enthusiasts who gave vent to thawr

feelingy  of admiration as enly the

Irish  can, when feats of valour

appeal {o their hearls. while Tom Flanagan,
longboat's trainer, looked on. beaming with
delight. Tongboat turned from the scepe as
{resh and full of vigour as if ha had not com.
passod Nalf & mile, and there was not one in
that vost throng but would say that Longbont
was capable of doing ancther twenty miles.
The people formed into groups and discusced
what they had seen. For o fact, nothing elsc
1s  discussed by the man in  the streot,
or the mar in the fields, wur., for
that matter, by the fair sex—it is Tom J.onz-
boat evorywhere, and wherever athlctics are
spoken of Tom fonghboats nmme will find an
honoured place. This feeling i3 not alone von.
finedd to hix admirers in lrelund, for the interest
taken in him in Canuda is doep and wbsorbing,
as is proved By the nmnorous inguirics thal ars
received daily from Canada as to his welfare.
Canadians want every detail n5 to his prictica
for the great race, and they make it clear that
he posscsses their confidance mnd that they uro
proud of him.

When stavting from Timerick, Longboat got
a very enthusiastic icud-off. fle was followed
by a _molor, on which were lis trainer, Mr.
Tom Flanugun, and somo friends. while a Jargo
aumber of cyclists and others on a variety of
vehicles brought wp tho rore. The journcy to
Kilmallock was all uphill, and it is computed
that from lGlmalloek to Limerick could ba
covered by fifteen minutes Jess, at the lowest
ostimate, than from Limenck to Kilmallock.

tongboat soon got nto that regular paoo
which ho always adopts, and maintained it
until  half  a  mile from the finish.
when, s0 to epcak, there was &
a translormation sceno. For 193 miles ho weont
at tho same pace without an apparent cffort,
every movement was so casy and natural, wilh
the hands turned towards the breast. but no.
noving except to pass a handkerchief from ono
to the other to wipe away the perspiration.
But when entering tho last quarter of o wmile
his provious attitude is altogether changoed, his
stride 1s 1ncreased, his arms go with a gveat
forece, his breast expands, his whole body,
longs and heart scem to go right into  his
work, and ho daches alone with the strength
and speed of a powerful machine. It was thus
he ifinished his 20 imiles run from Limerick to
Kilmallock.

All along the route was lined with people
who gave Longboat o great ovation. Large
crowds awvalted his  arrival at Crange and
Lroff while there were 4,000 or 5,000 pcople
precent when he reachod Kilmallocek.

His trainer, Tom Jlanagan, is delighted
with the Wial. When the writer askad what
he thought of Longbont's performance Flana-
gan vepred. "It Js wonderiul; it is famous;
ho ran the 20 miles in 1 hour 574 minutes, and
they tell me it could be run in u quarter of an

hour faster fram Kilmallock (o Limerick:
don't count that at all, but count five minutes

for the bills and allow fivo minctes for want
of competition, and that would put him in
competition with the fasteat race he ever ran
in hig life: that would be 1 hour 474 minutes.”

The writer said he did not think that Mr.

Fl:ma:?au was making a sufficient allowance lor
the hills.

Mr. Flanagan said that wiss so. but hoe pro-
forredd to bo on tho moderate wide. Il con-
tiruod,  Longboat's trial is entirely satiefactory:
v would compare with tho best run that ho
over made in his {fe.  ‘That shows that ho is in
a8 good condition as cver ho was.

[Tow did you like his mathod?

Excallent. I have never scen him run with as
rezular & paco: he never varked; o]l tho time he
ran about 5 minuiss 40 seconds to the mile. lle
never soomed to bo the least distressed. Ie ran
tho last mile in 5 minutos and 36 veconds. which
showed that he was in wonderful form. His last
300 yards were phenomonal; it woulkl tako an
ordinary half mile runner to hold him.

Representative—I agroe with you.

Mr. Flapagan—Two voung men joinad him in
Bruff, and wo oncouraged thom, and thoy kept
alongsuide of Jongboat, and after going 150 vards
ono of thom dropperd out, and the other kept on,
and he, aftor some time, turned to those bohind
him and eaid: “T'll hold him (Longbeat) to
Kilmallock.”” But when he turned arcund Lene-
boat was out of sight, and tha vanguishod, with
4 crestiallen air, eriod out: *“*Whore is ho?”
This reminderl the writor of 8 man who hud a
somowhat similiar oxperionco on the occasion of
[ongboat's 14 mue run. Mo secured a view at
an angle where two roads meot, so that ha could
so¢ Longboxt coming towards and going from
him.  Wheun Lonzboat rounded the bend the
man thought he would look for 2 moment at his
pursuers ; but said he dolofully: *“ When I turnad
urouir! to see Longbcat again ho had gone
out of wright.

Asked as to Longboat’s stride, Flanapan said
thet whon running at his best Tongboat's stride
was 1 foot 3 inchos longor than his usual pace.
In his usual movement his {eet are three inches
apart, but whon lio preta into hia final strides
s lors widen oul, and he raisos his feat higher.
He finished quite fresh as if ho ocould run 20
nvley moro.

Dxd ho takos any refreshmontz on the journey?

ITia rofrechment was a qguarter of an orange,
jisst to wet his lips
‘What will be the next event of interest.

I am bringing tho Sporting Editor of the
“I'nronto Star™: l.ongboat will rin six miles on
Sutklay, nand this gentloman will run Longboat
{ur thio tast half mitle. onnessaperacives



