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JICK JORNSON
HI5 CONING T0 [RELAND

CHAT WITH TOM FLANAGAN,
PROSPECLS OF A I'IGHT IN THIS
CUUNTRY.

INTERESTING INTERVIEW,
TALK ABOUT THR PAST, PRESENT,
AND FUTURE,

{¥ROM OUR CORIESPONDENT,)

It le u!m?‘l & pleasure to have a talk
with Tom: Flonsgan, Ho is{cieodly, conr
teous, and affable, with a fund and varle

of information. Onbis laat visit to Ireland,
thres yeors ago, bo brought a Canadian-
Indian, the beat long-distancs runnoer {n tha

world.” He has since filled the capaclty of :

trainer to the champlon boxer of the
world—n blsck—and bas come to Ireland to
arrange a fight for Johuson, While speak-
.| ing to somebody passiog by train at Kil-
malloak Station | mirs mutlui Tom
/| Flanagan as he came off, but before balf an
hour had elapsod I had a m from him
that bo wisbed -to see mo., - To this I
Immediately responded, and as [ entered
the roum 1 was d by tho band
with that which msde the world marvel at
tho distance it threw the ICib hamwor,
and the genisl John Flanogan invited me
to take n scat beaide him, I Aocutuly
dealined the invitatlon lest, I sald, In cneo
of o difference ho would sling me as he did
the bammer. Bo I sought the vlclnit{bol
‘o Flanagan, and after & warm greeting,
a genaral conversation ecsued fram whi
{Tom end 1 turned tosublests of publis
iuterest, Ho was sorry, he sald, that hohad
not sent mo toore news from Hemo, bub
e was 80 busy, He bhad seen
In the Weekly Bxaminer the photos of
Johneon, himself and others, which be had
sentme. In compliancs with my request bo
gave o brief account of his early connection
with atbletics In Canada ; how he formed
tho Irish-Canadian Athlétic Olab, which Is
now one of the strongest in Capada. He
likewise established tho Nationsl Sportio
Club with a capital of 0,000 doiinrs, su
got @& OChnrter from tho Dominion
and  Ontario  Governments  which
ontitled.  him to hold  contests of
10 or 500 rounds; tho word * fght™
could not be usad, neither could it be said
that it was to be a tuuloto a flolsh, *“ As
you are aware,” he continued, ** I next took
uY Tom Longboat, and I must eny that the
Olympic Marathon was the only race that
Loogbont loat oo me ; and of the 81 with
which I waeassocinted with him be won 80."

I remarked—You must bave been very
muoh dlsappointed at his fallura in the
London race ? .

Yes, it was the biggest disappointment of
wy life ; be should bave won by two miles.

said—*Those of v who saw him In
practice here at Kilmallock, as well as thoss
who read of his achisvements, were aston.
ished at hisdefeat,” ‘

To which Tom replicd—*'No wonder,
Take, for instance, bis run from Limerick
to Kilmallock, a distance of 20 mlles, which
bo covored in 1 hour 674 minutes,”

“ Aud be (olebed,” 1 eald, ** a8 fresh as it
‘| be bad only covered s quarter of s mile.
| Oou? tb?e have affected the result at
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“Olﬁ yes ; you ges Longboat come froma
cold climate, whereas the weathor woas ex.
ceasively warm on the race day; and you
must also remember he 1s an Indiap, snd
they aro a laxy people. Longboat sat down,
and when osked ta continue sald it was too
/| hot, and he would go no further.”

* I remember that st Kilmaliock I saw
Longbont retire when he had only hs!( the
distanco of his practice covared."

To this Town Flanagen ndded tha opinloa
that had be been with Longboat he would
.| probably have von, as he ods to on-
couragement and counsel which would
bave a very beneficlal effect on blem, but he
{Tom Flanagan) being on a Press car, only
ety i
sovors L8 tha gpboatwas "
that he was handed somethiog, bat he was
banded nothin

I remarked
when brought to the Btadium Loogboat
was io & cratn condition and froihing
from tho mouth, to which Tem Plnugan
roplied there was nothiog amies with him
when brought to thoStadlum. After giving
a graphlo description of the wubso-
guent race between Longboat  and
Dorande {n which he felt the deepess
interest, he remarked that he always
belioved Longboat to be tha best long
distsuce rungerin the world, Mr, Flans

sald the largest suim of money Long-
ml. ever gob In s race was the night he
beat Dorando when he recelved 0,100
dollare, and the next biggest purse was
;vben heran Alfred Shrubb t$wo months
uter. .
Anked as to how he camoto beclosely in

touch with Jack Jobeson, Tom an
snid Lis botel wae close to the Sparting
headquarters; Johnson used tocall; thiswas

Inng before the fight with Tommy Duras,
ll: '["l'om d, vot wing the strang
ue, and, vob knowin o er,
gpgrogohed him and sald :—‘“ You aro ths
Hiovst cut of & man I ever saw,” and at tho
same time asked his name, to which hs
eimply replied : * Jack Johnson,” They
bocame very friendly, aond overy tlme
Johnsonwould play in the town he would
coms to his (Flampn‘a)o botel avd spond
an eveding with him, Ho finally, before the
big Oght at Reno Johnson phoned him from
New York to take chargo of his tralniog
camp and heaccepled thoofer. Continuing,
ho suld-My time with hin was 85 dayw.
We fiest went to San francisco, where
Johuson weighed 2xilbs., and we had to get
bim to fAghtivg weight, 210ibs, He 18
o mso that never a himself ; eats
beort never smokes ; somotioes wo
got bim to Z2{1be. and he then weat up to
ZXiba, ; we, bowever, got him down to
2171ba,, and on goiog to Keno it was easier
to got the weight off -owing to the hot
climate ;s his exact fighMlog wolght was
'12041ba. The night befere the Hght Ted
Rickard (the referee), Jim Oorbett and
another came to sce me, which I thought
was o casa of Blufl 3 they safd ** it the Gght
went Lo 45 rounds, apd tho referce could not
ve a declelon, what do you waat to do?
you want it to on?" I asked
Johoson on the telephone, and he said
“Fight on Ul sonio one of usis put away."
Aposther rewarkablo thing bappencd.
JefMiles' group wanted to toss for corners,
which was never heard of bofore, What the
object was wodid not know, s0 weo would
pot toss nutll we entered the ripg, and
when ,zolo to toes, Johnson sald to Jeff.
riea, “Take any side you waot” and
Jeffrlea took tha slde with the sun to his
back. In the result Jeffeles waw not knooked
out ; he was cnctgy in the samo condition
as when Johin L. Sullivan fought Corbott,
He was exbausted, fell op the
riog and could not got ug. Joflclea' ennl of
the purse was 115,000 dollory, whilo thet nf
Johnson was 121,00 dollars, After the
fight Jeffries' wanagers and wife walted
on big Tha Sullivan for the maney, which
be hseded over, and after which e went
to Jobuson's headquarters W give him  his
ortion, But av the Ume ho was golp
oto town. Sullivan came up to hiot ac
wid—"" I bove the mouney hera for. you,”
and Johnson replied : *That's all. right.
You can keop it better than 1 ; X will weet
youln New York." Continnlog, Tom Flaos-
on sald :—~Aftor that 1 relurned to attend
my Lusioess and bad notssenJohneon for
six mwonths, nnd the only Information I got
from him wne o wirée o say thst I
was booked to leave for the old country on
the Oth June. I did oot koow his plans or
anything connected with tham so when I
got on the beat I asked him If he were
olni to fight. " Yes," he said, * I'll ight,
gut. liko tho Irish people; you go over
there and try aad get up a decent fight ; Jot
thero be no wrangling sbuout the puree, but
bave It at a price that every map, woman
and child.can see 1t | bave no chargrs over
éa. Now, aboui pulling off that fight.
Johpson don't want It £l Auguet, and mJ
time v no yaluable 1 fear 1 can’s walt ungll

Thers wera | aheed

tg'-tx had been informed that | th

Flanagan) was attracted by hia | I

then t so I'll make nn attempt to get him
over before then, If T can f will; if cob
there will be no fight.

What are tho prospects of & fight?
As [ told yon, Lut I don's think there
In & prospect of o big fight In
Butw o short after the big ovent
at Hopo. 1In fact Johoson IE rine

clpally over for o flouun trip,. I bave
no connection with Johnson cutside of &
fight, and have vothlog to do with his

on telp, but ([T can pull off a fght I'll
m6 bors ; If not T will go back,

Who is tho most probable man? Day, of

Ho is our bost man thore. We
think be [s ontitled to a battle, but [ don't
think be hss achance with Jobnson, ner
has any other man in the world,

What about S8am Longlond 7 Johnszon
will fight mz‘mnn In the world, but when
It comes to Langford the mopey must be
£0,000 win, Jose, or draw, with & sido bet
ol £2,000. Any mon in the werld can fight
Johnson under thess counditlons, VWith
{ thoet men you will have to choss between
& great big man and s good small man, and

ou will oo that the sdvantage is with the

aormer. Laogford and Tommy Burps at
their best would have mado a good fight.

_Could you have the fight here in three
wocks ? Yes : Doy Ia ready, All ] bave to
do is to eable for him,

Y\Vll‘la Jobms ‘:’t. satiefiod ui fight Day ?
eqihe w aoy man I suggest, no
ruatter who he will ba, .

What aboot Con Kelly 7 1 think it will
tako two or three more years of Con to
como. [ think ho will Le & good man then,
but iL takes a . lopg time to become s
fighter. I novor saw Con O'Rolly fight, and

ou never see a wrestler o fghter, as o rule,

f coure, there may be an exrepilon.
O'Kelly was kandled by oo of the cluverest
men in the world, Tommy Ryay, who
ought to know every trick in the game,

o thero s anslbi ty of getting Johnson
to fall in with your plans and come over
within threo weokn ? Yes, theeo §8; bab I
will know in s couple of days,

Io fghtiog Day. will he wanb the £0,000
and eide bet ¥ No, he is fighting for tue
amusement of the [rleh people, and not for
money at all,

At that rate you may be able to bring
that off in the south? I would asecon
Limerick as any placa in the world,

o s the wan to agpmach the nearest
to give a clinching to Johneen? Thero is
not & man gofog who will; they are not
blg enough~a new man must come. The
map who would fight Johuson, If he would
ask my advice, be would ent off science,
because the more ha would know about it
the bigger beatlng Jobmson would give
bim, for Johnson ls tho clevercst man amt
over put up his hande, In the old days|
thoy spoke of a tall man baving a blg
reach, bat Johnson has the shortest reach
fora man of his helght; ho fe Oft, 13in.,
and has only 72§in. reach. Thatshowstbat
when hs in, thore is how he gives hia
great body blowa,

Therelore, your summing up s, thist since
the defeat of Jeffries thero is no white man
to wreet tho Janrels fromw Jobpson ? As far
as the white raco ig concerned some now
man must come up, and thera §s npo other
man. Of course there ix Morrls—Iin fact
almost every city in America has n* White
Hope.” Wa cunsider thin man ss a” great
big joke 3 he stands 018, Sina, welphs 220ibe.s
e Iy big enough, but we don's think be is
anybody ; yet, theono great cbject in view,
is to have bim lick Johnson,

On the whole, youara_hopeful of briog-
log off o fight in Ireland ? * That s what
brought me hero : if 1 can’t pull one off 1
g0 back entlrel dbanpolnbetr. This will be
my last oonnection with Jobneon ; I will go

k to my business ; I am here just ss o
friend to belp bim in this fight: we never
had a conlract ; we just travelicd ns two
frieade, as bis word is bis bopd as far as 1
am concerned,

Will ho come to Kilmallock 2 The reply
was lo the afirmative ; ho will pay a visit.

In the course of further obeservations,
Tom Flanagan said Jobuson kille a man
with kindness in the rln%. Whon he geta
Into & clinah ke snys to his opponent, * go

you are dolog fine," and then he wiil
!;ln o roturn, accompanled b{‘ the {equiry
“how do you like that ?™ while bo kee
laughivg all the time, There is no trick
the wrestling game that he does not know,
and when ho gets in he smotliers his man §
bis style is entirely new, quite different to
Corbett, Bullivan or the others, He meots
bis antagonist with open bands extanded
forward, and at once catches him by tho
arms and finslly works him down,
while attection Is directed to Johnson's
rlfhc band he suddenly operates with the
left on the rlght. aw of the opponent;
ke alwwvays makes his man come to him—
you can't bit with sffect whena man ls
goln{ from you—while he does not travel
much in the contest as ha moves In o small

space.

Hadd Jeifetes' supporters the confidence in
blm thot was represented fn the Press?
Tue supporters of Jeffrles did think be
would win, They koew tho great fighter
be was, and If bo could get the weight off
the( believed no ome could heat him.
Beforo tho fight bhe looked marvel-
lously well, as perfoct as anyhody cutside,
do not figure it that Jeffries wos
a great fighter, o ulways foulghb smal)
Toen &3 can be seen by their waight, bat i
Johunson he met & fmt big clever fighter,
aod that ended Joffries' career. By the
way, Tom Flanagan remarked—You koow
that Jeffries is In Europe at present, There
was oply one man to 828 him off at New
York, whercas another time there would
be thousands, and not o word appesred in
the Pressabout blre, Oontrast that with
the recoption of Johnson ?  Tommy Burps
I8 running a stors in Canado, nod he is
?Mlug very fat, and esva. ho will pover

ght again, Jobn L. SBullivan ls the moat
popular of the Sghting men in America,
and will pack nny houss; he and Jake
Kileain aro travelling togethor,

Tom IManagon s accompanied by Mr,
Dessetie, mnnugerof the Champlon Hockey
Teom, 8t, Michael's, Toronto, IHis father

ght the greatIndion caruman, Goodore,
to England. His grandfathor was brought
up ot "Trale, whero My, Dessotto proposcs
to wvislt, and thence proceed to London,
Paris and Germany.




