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19th century 
OSI 

historical 
maps

• Joint project between Ordnance 

Survey Ireland and UCD Library

• OSi provided UCD Library with 

scanned images of almost 1370 

maps for about 150 Irish cities, 

towns and villages. 

• The OSi gathered the sheets to 

scan from their own collections, 

Trinity College Dublin, the 

National Archives and the 

National Library of Ireland.

• Most are five-foot and ten-foot 

town plan maps and date between 

1847 and 1896. The remainder 

were produced by enlargement of 

the 1:2500 maps between 1892 and 

1908.

https://digital.ucd.ie/view/ucdlib:40377

https://digital.ucd.ie/view/ucdlib:40377


19th 

century 

OSi

historica

l maps

A number of video tutorials take you 

through functions such as viewing, 

saving and sharing images and maps.

Click on the "Video Tutorials" link on 

the Help pages: 

https://digital.ucd.ie/help/

They are on the UCD Digital 

Library website with no 

restrictions on access to view 

the maps.

They can be downloaded / saved 

/ printed for any educational  

/ academic purpose. 

For local history publications 

please include the 

acknowledgment: OS Map Courtesy 
of UCD Digital Library 

and contact OSi’s Copyright 

Dept for a free permit number 

copyright@osi.ie to accompany the 
published map(s)

https://digital.ucd.ie/help/
mailto:copyright@osi.ie


Why were the towns mapped & which ones?

Following the 1854 Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act, maps 

seen as important as aid to improve sanitation and drainage

Some towns mapped at 1:1056 (five feet to one mile)

After 1857 any Irish town with a population of 1000 or more was 

mapped at 1:500 (ten feet to one mile)

From 1866 so many towns needed to be mapped the scale of 

mapping was reversed to  1:1056

In 1872 decision made that the population needed to be 4000 to 

qualify for mapping ..

Some points from

J.H. Andrews book 

History in the 

Ordnance Map : an 

Introduction for 

Irish Readers 

page 26



1:1056 = five feet to one 

mile

1:500 = ten feet to one mile 

This catalogue lists the 

towns, with their date of 

survey and the scale the town 

was mapped at.

https://archive.org/details/cu31924029590969/page/n3/mode/2up


Athy
10ft to 1 mile, 1872

Some towns are 
available in colour, but 
most are black & white 

Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) 19th Century Historical 

Maps



OSi 5 feet and 10 feet 19th century maps

The large scale at 
which they were 
surveyed means that 
details such as the 
ground floor interior 
plans of 
public buildings from 
churches and banks to 
hospitals and railway 
stations were 
included.

Cork Sheet LXXIV.45, 1869, 5 feet to 1 mile



The building types / industries 

such as mills, foundries, dye 

works, barracks, ball alleys, 

blacksmiths are all clearly 

marked.

Other useful 

information 

shown includes 

the parish, 

barony, 

townland, ward 

and municipal 

boundaries.

Ennis Sheet 12, 1878, 5 feet 

to 1 mile

Loughrea Sheet CV-47, 1892, 5 feet to 

1 mile

Wicklow Town Sheet XXV-47, 

1895, 

5 feet to 1 mile



Abbreviations on the mapshttps://maps.nls.uk/os/abbrev/

https://maps.nls.uk/os/abbrev/


How to find the OSi 

historical 19th century 

collection

They are stored on the UCD Digital 

Library (along with many other 

collections…)





How to find the OSi 

historical 19th century 

collection
The url for the UCD Digital Library is:  

https://digital.ucd.ie/

https://digital.ucd.ie/


Type ordnance survey 

Ireland into the search 

box and click on the 

magnifying glass

The results will be 

displayed in a gallery 

layout format.

Click on Ordnance Survey 

Ireland to open this 

collection.



How to find the OSi historical 

19th century collection

Type ucd digital library 

osi maps into Google 

search box

From the search 

results left 

click on this 

item



UCD DIGITAL LIBRARY

https://digital.ucd.ie/view/ucdlib:40377

This is the home page of the collection – you can copy 

the url link for the next time you want to go directly 

to the collection 

https://digital.ucd.ie/view/ucdlib:40377

https://digital.ucd.ie/view/ucdlib:40377
https://digital.ucd.ie/view/ucdlib:40377


Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) 19th Century Historical 

Maps

All of the 

maps are 

listed by 

county.

Scroll down 

the page to 

find a county 

and within 

that county 

you’ll see the 

cities, towns, 

villages which 

have maps.

Many of the 

towns include 

an index sheet 

– click on 



Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) 19th Century Historical 

Maps

This is the 

screen you will 

see if you click 

on a link to a 

map or index.

Left click on the 

button to zoom in 

on the index



Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) 19th Century Historical 

Maps

Keep clicking on 

the + button until 

you can see the 

sheet numbers. 

For a full view 

of the index 

click on the 

double-ended 

arrow at the top 

right of the 

screen.



Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) 19th Century Historical 

Maps

Unfortunately, it is not 

possible to click on the 

index sheet to open the 

map. You will need to 

click on the back arrow 

to get back to the map 

list and open the 

relevant map from there. 

(Sometimes the 

index sheet itself 

can be a good 

overview map of 

the town)

To return to the previous 

view, click on the double-

ended arrow again.



This is a map of the whole of Ireland where you can zoom in to your place of 
interest and select the map published for that area

https://digital.ucd.ie/view/ucdlib:40377
Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) 19th Century Historical 

Maps

Another way to 

find a map is to 

use the visual 

map locator

To open the map, 

left click with 

your mouse on 

the link shown 

here in the red 

outline

https://digital.ucd.ie/view/ucdlib:40377


21

Left click on 

the text Visible 

layers to open 

this menu The layers 

are five 

date ranges 

that the 

maps have 

been sorted 

into. 

The default 

setting is 

that ALL the 

date ranges 

are active / 

visible when 

the map 

opens.

In the right 

corner of the 

map, you will 

see Visible 

layers



If you zoom into the Dublin area with the + button on left hand side of screen 

you will see lots of coloured rectangles on the map. The rectangles represent 
maps, and the colours relate to different dates.



In the bottom right corner of the map the 

legend shows that the purple colour is for 

the year 1847

Left click on 

the ‘blue’ radio 

buttons to 

switch off the 

date ranges 

which are NOT of 

interest

Here, only maps 

within the date 

range  1838-1858

are visible –

each map is 

represented as a 

purple, coloured 

rectangle



Here’s 

another 

example 

of the 

map 

visualise

r with 

the date 

range 

1859 to 

1870 

selected

In the 

bottom 

right 

corner, 

you will 

see a 

legend –

this 

shows the 

year each 

colour 

represent



Broadford, Co Clare, 1893

The collection also includes maps which 

have been enlarged from the 1:2500 scale to 

five feet to one mile – such as villages in Co 

Clare



Click on each date range one by one to find which date range relates to the 

town – in this example for Westport the date range is 1886 – 1929.

The legend in the bottom right shows that the exact 

year of survey is 1893

In the search box near the top right of the 

screen you can type in a location to find, 

e.g., Westport, Mayo



Left click on the coloured 

rectangle for the area of 

interest

A pop-up will show you the date 

and map sheet number – (make a 

note of these for future 

reference)

Left click on blue hyperlink view 

map image

The whole sheet map will open

As the UCD Digital Library is NOT a geospatial database, 

it means that each sheet map is a separate item in the 

UCD Digital Library. The maps are not seamlessly joined –

so if you have a building on a corner you will need to find 

and download each sheet separately.



The map might 

seem a little 

fuzzy at 

first, click 

on the + 

button near 

bottom left 

of the screen 

to bring the 

map into 

focus.

You will then see the entire map 



To print or save:

Near the top left corner left click 
on the Resize / Crop Image tool

This opens the map with a 
white crop box displayed 



Left click on any edge or 
corner and drag the 
mouse to shrink or stretch 
the crop box to select the 
section you would like to 
print or save

To move the crop box left 
click onto it with your 
mouse and drag the crop 
box to your area of 
interest



When you have 
selected the area with 
the crop box, scroll 
down the page to get 
to these settings.

For a good quality 
image - type 12000 
into the box named 
Other

Defaults in section 3 
are fine

Left click on Download 
this image



This opens a 

jpeg which 

you can save 

or print

(if the jpeg has 
not opened 

immediately, check 

in your downloads 

folder)

Right click 

on the image 

to see 

Select Save 

image as…



Further reading:

by Frank Cullen 

Published by the Royal Irish Academy, 2015

by J. H. Andrews

Published by the David Archer, 1993

https://www.ria.ie/dublin-1847-city-ordnance-survey
https://david-archer-maps.co.uk/our-publications/history-in-the-ordnance-map-an-introduction-for-irish-readers/


Coming next year … 
Dublin Parish maps



The OSi Irish Townland 

and Historical Map Viewer

They are stored on the UCD Digital 

Library (along with many other 

collections…)

https://osi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html

?id=bc56a1cf08844a2aa2609aa92e89497e

https://osi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=bc56a1cf08844a2aa2609aa92e89497e


Left click on the Basemap 

Gallery icon to see the 

range of map series 

available to view

Left click on 

the MapGenie 6” 

inch First 

Edition Black 

option 



This opens the 

older map of 

Ireland 

Left click on the +

button to zoom in on a 

location on the map OR

type place name / 

address into the search 

box and press return 

key. 

From the list of 

addresses found click 

on the one you want to 

select



The address pops 

up on the map
Left click on the 

X to hide the 

pop-up box

This is the Layers Menu icon

To make townland boundaries 

visible “switch them on” in the 

layer menu. 

Here’s how to do this:

Left click on the Layers Menu 

icon

You will see National 

Townlands has no tick 

in its checkbox

To make the townland 

boundaries visible, 

left click in the 

checkbox to add the 

tick



The red lines are 

the townland 

boundaries



To find a townland name, left click

your site of interest on the map

When you click on the map the pop-

up box will show the name of the 

townland and also show its 

boundary outline on the map in a 

turquoise colour



VIEW THE DATE OF A HISTORIC MAP

Left click on the 

MapGenie 25inch 

option 

In the Layers 

menu left click 

in the MapGenie 

25inch Sheet Grid 

checkbox 



VIEW THE DATE OF A HISTORIC MAP

Left click on the 

map at your site of 

interest

Left click on 

+ to zoom in 

or use your 

mouse wheel 

to see the 

street 

details



The 25inch sheet map number will 

be displayed together with the 

Survey Date in the pop-up window 

which opens

Click on Zoom to, this will show 

the area covered by this sheet –

indicated by the turquoise 

outline



jane.nolan@ucd.ie See our guides & resources at:

https://libguides.ucd.ie/findingma

ps

mailto:jane.nolan@ucd.ie
https://libguides.ucd.ie/findingmaps

