
Oak Wood 

President Mc Aleese's speech on the occasion of the dedication of the Dawn Oak Millennium Wood 

Balla, Co. Mayo may be viewed at this link: https://president.ie/en/media-library/speeches/speech-by-

president-mcaleese-on-the-occasion-of-the-dedication-of-the-dawn 

As mentioned above the continuing importance of the oak to the community was reflected in the 

'Dawn Oak 2000'  project.  Established at the beginning of the new Millennium two thousand oak 

trees were planted that created a new wood in Balla's magnificent town park. [xix] 

Severe storms devastated the ancient oak woods at Balla or ‘Ba'al.’  Former garda sergeant, Stephen 

Clancy conceived of an idea for the plantation of two thousand oak saplings.  As the ‘new 

dawn’  arrived Mr. Matty O'Dowd of the Balla pipe band struck the town's three centuries old 

drum.  Mr. Matty Larkin, the town's oldest resident at ninety-three years of age dug the hole for the 

first oak, then it was placed in the soil by his grand-nephew Mr. John Larkin.  On the drum's third 

beat the ‘Volunteers’ moved forward to start the planting.  Mr. Frank Vaughan, the second oldest 

resident at ninety-two years of age planted a tree in the earth assisted by Mr. Tom Donohue.  The 

actual two thousand plantation of an oaks was carried out by Ms. Margaret McNicholas: a wheelchair 

user also one of the first trustees of the Balla Town improvement association assisted by Ms. Carmel 

Joyce.  The Oak Wood project attracted enormous interest & support with Irish people also Europeans 

there to cheer the volunteers on.  Greetings arrived by fax from the Republic of Kiribati on the other 

side of the world ‘Te mauri, te raoi, ao te tabemoa’ (greetings and blessings, peace, and harmony 

with nature and within the community)  The Dawn Oak project was undertaken ‘in ishe spirit of 

tabemoa’  according to the Honorary Consul of the Republic of Kiribati.  The project's website is: 

www.ballatown.ie. (Lorna Siggins The Irish Times 3rd January 2000) [xx] 

Balla Railway Station 

Balla Railway Station was an important block post between Claremorris with Castlebar town. The 

station closed to passengers during 1963 yet it controlled the Manulla Junction for the Ballina 

branch.  The junction points also the loop with sidings were worked from Balla Signal 

Cabin.  Manulla Junction station was reopened in approximately 1988 / 1989.  Once again passengers 

transferred to the branch there, rather than at Claremorris with the result that Balla became redundant 

with its loop & sidings removed.  Balla station is no longer viable but the station building with cabin 

survive intact.  The goods shed was demolished. The Westport / Dublin train passes several times 

daily. [xxi] 

A railway station was opened in Balla during 1862 as part of the Great Northern & Western Railway 

Company.  It was closed for passengers during 1963. (Dympna Joyce) [xxii] 

An image of the ruins of Balla railway station featured on a postcard by iCan ‘Daoine agus Áit; 

Connecting with Communities’ project by members of Mayo Genealogy Group.  It may be viewed at 

this link: https://www.ouririshheritage.org/content/about/network_news/daoine-agus-ait-connecting-

our-communities-ican-heritage-week-project/mayo-genealogy-group-co-mayo 

Eviction 

The family of Anthony Dempsey of Loona More townland near Balla following the foundation of the 

Land League received an eviction notice from Sir Robert Blosse Lynch.  The Dempsey’s relied on 

potatoes for their staple diet also they grew oats as a cash crop to pay their rent. During 1877 / 8 the 

crops failed prior to harvest time.  By May 1879 Anthony Dempsey owed twenty-six pounds then Sir 

Robert issued a decree against him.  On Saturday 15th November the sheriff arrived, he decided to 

postpone the event until a week later.  Once Land League activists from Balla were informed of the 
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forthcoming eviction they posted notices of a Land League Rally on the Dempsey property at Loona 

More on the following Saturday.  A large gathering of reporters from throughout Ireland also England 

arrived to cover the event on the proposed eviction date.  The rally led by the Fenian Leader P. W. 

Nally from Balla was accompanied by men armed with sticks.  Charles Stuart Parnell also Michael 

Davitt arrived by train in Balla.  As the column of men (marching four deep) approached the 

Dempsey residence they were met by the RIC who challenged them with pointed rifles. Parnell ran to 

the frontline: he ordered the Land Leaguers to fall back.  A report by the RIC Inspector Wise stated 

that the rally was chaired by John J. Loudin with several resolutions that supported the aims of the 

league passed.  It was decided to pay the twenty-six pounds rent out of league funds, but the eviction 

proceeded.  Legal costs of approximately eight pounds were raised in a local collection with the result 

that the Dempsey family was allowed return to their cottage.   [xxiii] 

Earley, Noone & Knight 

Tom Brennan’s parents had been evicted when he was a child.  As they passed away shortly 

afterwards he was adopted by Mickey Walsh of Kiltimagh.  He learned the trade of a cobbler.  He was 

involved with the Land League movement during the 1880’s.  He was admired by all: when he 

married Winnie Daly: his comrades were determined to provide a dwelling for them both.  Inspector 

Pepper arrived in Manulla on the morning of 13th September 1880 to find Tom Brennan with John 

Barrett in the process of taking measurements on the Dunville & Kilmaine estates border.  To his 

question as to their activities, he was informed they were about to build a house, so he returned to 

Castlebar to consult the regulations!  No sooner had he left then Tom Brennan provided a signal, 

within minutes tradesmen arrived to construct the building.  The Land Leaguers were helped by 

Cumann na mBan members who also fed the workers.  These included Fanny Parnell, (a sister of 

Charles Stuart) Margaret, Bea Niland also Miss Nally.  The house was completed by nightfall.  By a 

strange coincidence three men named Earley, Noone also Knight were engaged in the 

construction.  Pat Earley erected the chimney, Willie Noone did all the carpentry with Owen Knight 

as the plasterer.  [xxiv] 

The Maple Hall in Balla was in use as a dance hall from 1920.  The hall was in use prior to the 

construction of a church by Father Nolan during 1806 (on a of a plot of ground donated by Blosse 

Lynch)  It had a maple floor laid by Jimmy Roughneen & Willie Murphy in 1926. Drama was always 

associated with the maple hall: a play 'An Cailin Ban' was staged there also several drama festivals 

occurred in the town.  Friday 26th April 1996 was the date the last dance occurred with entertainment 

by Mayo’s Brose Walsh.  It was later demolished then replaced with a community resource 

centre.  [xxv] 

The Chateau 

A striking structure in Balla is the building that appears as a miniature castle.  Tradition states a 

gentleman from Balla encountered an extremely beautiful European lady who wished to have a 

chateau but was not anxious to settle within Ireland.  The gentleman then proceeded to have this 

structure on main street in Balla for her.  It is now unoccupied.  (Dympna Joyce) [xxvi] 

Balla’s Famous People 

Patrick W. Nally  

The Nally Stand was originally erected in Croke Park to honour Patrick W. Nally.  It later was moved 

to Carrickmore in Co. Tyrone.  Patrick Nally was born just outside Balla.  A section of his family 

home is still extant, it may be seen from the Kiltimagh road.  Patrick’s  father was an agent for the 

Lynch Blosse Estate.  Patrick Nally was educated at St. Jarlath’s College in Tuam Co. Galway where 

he became acquainted with fenianism.  Patrick Nally was an athlete.  Patrick with his father organized 

a local sports event that included Contestants which were not from the elite class.  This was believed 



to be the catalyst for introducing sport events to the ordinary Irish people.  Though he had passed 

away when the GAA was established he was recognized as one of its forefathers.  He was the 

Connaught representative on the Irish Republican Brotherhood.  He became a member of the Fenians 

also assisted in their anti-British campaign.  He like several other members was arrested for his 

revolutionary activity. His demise occurred within prison shortly before he was due to be 

released.  During 1900 the monument on Market Square in Balla was erected in his honour.  Several 

marks on the monument date from The Irish Civil War.  (Dympna Joyce) [xxvii] 

Beatrice Walsh 

A lesser known Balla resident was Beatrice Walsh who was one of the founders of the Ladies Land 

League set up by  Cumann na mBan.  She came from a Fenian family also she was  Michael Davitt's 

cousin.  This branch was active when their male counterparts were imprisoned: on the men's release 

the Women’s League were advised to disband.  The Ladies’ Land League raised funds in the U.S. to 

assist evicted tenants.  They provided support for the poor & were involved in Land League 

campaigns.  (Dympna Joyce) [xxviii] 

William Hamilton Maxwell 's novelist life is covered by author at this link: 

https://www.ouririshheritage.org/content/archive/people/101_mayo_people/arts-craft-and-

culture/william-hamilton-maxwell 

Additional Information 

Cart Wheel Swellers were in use nationwide when carts were used for travel. ‘When wood dries out, it 

shrinks and as the steel rims and wooden spokes become loose, they lose their integrity.  Soak your 

wheels in the water regularly and you maintain integrity.’  An image of the Balla site by Hassan 

Dabbagh features on this link: https://www.ouririshheritage.org/content/knowyour5k/victorian-

cartwheel-sweller-2 

Balla Catholic church is recorded on list of structures as 0001 at this link: 

https://www.mayo.ie/getmedia/081f5d51-d5bc-4539-a1ca-c1e16b1be0b9/Mayo-CDP-2014-20-

RPS.pdf 

Fullarton A. The Parliamentary Gazetteer of Ireland: Adapted to the New Poor-law, Franchise, 

Municipal and Ecclesiastical Arrangements, and Compiled with a Special Reference to the Lines of 

Railroad and Canal Communication as Existing in 1843-44; Illustrated by a Series of Maps, and 

Other Plates; and Presenting the Results, in Detail, of the Census of 1841, Compared with that of 

1831.' 1844  vol 4 (Dublin) references St. Colman’s Church at this link: 

https://collections.britishart.yale.edu/catalog/orbis:3599505 

Balla parish is referenced also a location map may be viewed at this site: 

https://registers.nli.ie/parishes/1044 
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