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BELLOW WE PUBLISH THE FULL TEXT OF AN ORATION BY MANNIX JOYCE ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THE UNVEILING AT KILMALLOCK OF A PLAQUE COMMEMORATING MICHAEL
SCANLAN, THE GALBALLY-BORN PATRIOT WHO WAS SHOT TO DEATH 50 YEARS AGO.

TA PLAIC togtha ansco
i gcuimhne ar Mhic-

heal O Scannlain, agus is
A bhfuil

maith ann 1.
scriofa ar an bplaic sco
beidh sc le leamh ag na
daoine a thiocfaidh inar
ndwaidh, agus teaspamn-
fidh se do na daoine amn
cen meas mor bhi ag
pobal an cheantair seo ar
Mhicheal O Scannlain,
Ar ndoigh, bhi an meas
sin tuillte nige. Fear brea
ualsal abea e, i ngach aon
tall.

Bna e thagall Ghallhhalle »,
agua thajnlg »e anseo go CIN
Mocheallog 1 1916 miar mhuin-
tralr | Seoll ne mBuachallli
Mulnteair den ehead *coth nh

ea o, a cothalgh Ina chuld
daltal  fearulneht gia  agus
don Gharellige thulg ae,

mar ar thulg «arfhir nlle na
giine <in, na headh son nals-
lin Tllreannach ann gan an
Ghaellge

Chunigh se snn hOglaigh,
agua ftoghadh Ina chcannfort
e rn Chend Cathian de Bhrine
xald Olrthea:r Lulmnigh
Gabhadh ¢ ague tugadh ina
phrinsunach ¢ ga Lulmneach
ar an 2%u Delrradh Famhale
1820 Dheln «~ larracht ar
only ona nelmhde ach senall-

endar lels agu« lamhachadar
[

Nlot  deineadh  deagman
tinmh ar Mhichenal O Seann-
Iain | geeantar Chill AMaoch-
vallng  agus mar  chrathn
amhaln Ar «in 10 agninn an
pihlale o a nochtadh anven
innin le hale Senil nn mBuae
hallll Tanan chreeldiuint ag dul
don drepm dille sin A chinn ar
an hplale A& chur runa Ga
genlti Dia a »anthas iro agun
ko dtugn  se¢  sunimhnens
<iptrnl o anam Mhichit
Seanniain agua  da  Anam-
nacha na maihh eo telr fualre
has at «on na hElrcann

Av | have already asid In
Iriah, very much eredit is dur
to that small devated hand
centred here In Kllmallork
who have had this bilingual
plagque pr1ected o the memory
of Michacl S8canlan It wg« the
same group who. had the
plaque to Liam Scully erected
a few venre ago on the s{te of
the old RIC bairacke

- And It Is the same group
who for m considerable num-
her of sears, have heen ear-
ing [or the graves af the
patriot dead in Kilmallock
chvirchyard Molalm iad as a
ndiograls sgus as a ndil-
seacht

Michael Seanlan nan a Mal-
hatly man nng a schoolteacher
He «ame here .to Klilmalloek
in 1516 to teach in the local
Bors' Primary School

Ntiongly nationalistie in out-
loolk he foined thy Volunteers,
way arrested and conveyed to
Limerick on Qectohuer 37, 1920
He madye n da<h for freedom,
wias purfurd by hir captors
angd mortally wonniled

That sery briddly, 15 the
#topy of the man to whom this
plagque has been unielleg to-
dav, here on this plilar at the
eitrance to this fing new
Boys' Primary School

It 1a eminently Atting that
the plaque should YW slted be-
vide the school, for much of
the great work done by Mich-
acl Scanlap was done in the
~choolioom Iin IKllmallock
whiere he aowed In the hearts
and minds of hia puplila the
<ccdy of nationality and love
of country

And T might remark that he
f* In good company on thls
pillar for on the pillar sur-
mounting the plaque that
bears hiy name, Ix anothey bl-
lingual plaque bearing the
names of Bishop Patrick O
Hely of Mayo and Fr Conn
O Routke, OFM, of Brelfne,
who were martyred op the
mound callegq Crochta, here
hraide the mehool grounds, In
the year 1570 And that ather
plagque altwo biears the name of
the great Geraldine leader,
Scamus Mae Mulrit mhiz an
Iarla — Jamea Fitzmaurlce
Fitzgerald—a man who, in his
day, fought saliantly for Irish
{rcedom. and whove dend pody
WAL quartered above the gatea
of Iimallock iIn the same
vear that Bishnp O Hely and
Fr O Rourke dled on Ciochla,

Privilege

There are some people pre-
s¢nt here today who had the
privllege of knowing AMichnel
Scanplan But ery many of
\ou—perhaps the majority of
\ou—=wgegre not even born In
ihat terrible year of 1920, the
vear that ¢laimed the Iife of
\ichael Scanlan, and the lives
of manv others like him who
were engaged Inthefight (ot
{recdom

For that reason 1 would
ke to taks sour minds back
0 vears bv recalling for you,
for just A few moments, some
of the e\ente, events herolc,
and events terrible, of that
hlood-drenched year, when
Irishmen fought, as never be-
fore, to Irec themsrlvex from
the Don grip of the British
Emplire

It Ix aguilnst the backgiound
of thedg events 1 wouly like to
yuly the smcrifice of  Micharl
Scanian,

On Tanusr, 14, 1920, Lime-
tick City elected » Sinn Frin
Corporation and on January
Jth that Corporation unanim-
ously chose asq Mayor of
Limerick the 8inp Fein nom-
inge  Michael O Callaghan—
A Jttle over m rcar laler,
Michael O Callaghna snd twno
of his comrades would ba mur-
darod in cold dleed by British
Crown Forces.

From ecarly in 1020 a great
bulld up of military strangth
was taking place in the Lime-
rick arss, and ralds. hold-ups
and bouta of jndiecriminate
shooting wera the order of the

da

(gn Mareh Gth the outlawed
Tricolour of 1he Repuhlic was
deflantly flown fiom the|Nat-
lopal Monument In Kilmallock

British
troops
tore the

Tricolour

from his
coffin

in memory of the Fenlan at.
tack on the police barracks
9% vears belore

On the night of March 1%20,
Tomas Mae Cuttain, Lord
Mavm of Cork, was murdcied
by British (frown Fore: =

On the night of April 3rd
137 police harracka in varinge
parte of Ircland were burned
by the IRA Seveéenteen of the
hatrac ks nere In Limerick

Ballylanders

On Apuil doth  Ballylande <
Police Barracks was attacked
and capluted by the IRA,
the actual attacking paity
helng commanded by a Kil-
'rlnﬂtack man, Scan T. U Rlog-

an

On April 28th »ix creamoer-
len along the Limeiick-Tipper-

arv horder wele burned by
Biitish Forces
On Mgy 28th Kilmallock

Police Bairaclte was attacked
Aand de<trozed by the IR A,
under Seap Wall The actuni
assault nasy led by Tomasa Mal-
one { Sean Foarde") In the
attack the TRA lost Liam
Seully, and the police loat Ser-
geant IKeanc and Constable
Mareton

On June 4th the firat Biack

And <corned the foemans
fiown

Un, they weie the mén wno
conquered,

And mought an Emphe
down

The Locnl  Elections fm

Limetlek, held in June, 1820,
teerlted In the elietion of
pie dominantiy Sinn Fein Co
Council Among thosc elecind
were the following, from thue
part of Limerick Sean Wall,
of Bruff, wha wat unaul
mousiy chos<en ns chairman of
the ncw  Couneil  John A
Linch Kilmallack John Chiar-
witeh, Ballvghone Kilfinanc,
Liami P Manahan, Baliylan-
deie, Sean T O Riordan Kil-
mallock Willilam Quane, Lae-
Wondarragh Anzleshoro Miche.
arl Ryan, Eallinamona, Ho--
pitnl, Fameon Roche Brmee

Newcastle West

On the night of Tuly 17th
Nuweastle West wnr sached
v Black and Tana and miil
1ary, They fired indlserimatelv
up and dewn the strects,
smashed windowns, end «ct n
number of bulldingy on fire

On Julv 23rd, 1wo Cronsley
tenders filled with Black and

® QUOTE: Unarmed though he was,

his pursuers poured a fusilude of

bullets

and Tans weie <cen on duty
on the stiecte In Limeriek
And about the same time Iie-
land's flist Flylng Column of
the IR A —ther East Limecilck
Brigade Flving Column -— was
estahliahed

The idea of forming such n
Column ecame to two East
Limerick fAghters, Donncha O
Hannigan and Patrick Clancy,
ns they marched back from
Lianm Scully's funeral to
Johnnv Lynch's of Tankards-
town, in which house the flist
rectuitment for that firat
IRA Filying Column took
place

They marched from Scully's
funeral

Bv Glin to Tankardstown,

Th2 men who In our free-
dom fight

Won fame and high renown

Thevy came with arms in
their hands,

And marched right pioud
and frec,

And Johnny Lynch he badce
them stay

"THL thevy would teated be

In Lynch'y house where Fen-
fans stood

The daring plan took shape,

Tho*e men who marched t0
Tankard«town

Together now they'd <tav;

A fighting force ne'er to dis-
hand.

A wholetime force nho'd be

The first Flying Column of
them all

In our Irish history

Hl.n;sinn he way there that

AY.

From near ald Galteemoi s,

And Crowley Tadhg and
Murphy Tom

Andeﬂwnrd who feared no
or;

With O'Donnell,
Taohin,

And othelq too beslde,
Thevy were lrelund'«
Fiving Colurrn
And Lim'ricks love

pride’

Clancy,

first

and

Ou, they fought at Grange
and Emly,

Shraderla and Dromkuen
And as wnell near Annacarty,

And down near famed Bru-

ree

Lackelly and Klldoriervy,

OR thess wera places too,

Whers they atryuck tnelr
blows untiring

And proved to Ireland true.

Wholrwer the fight was rag-

ng

Annm dr:mh atoad lurking

There the men of tha Fly-
Ing Column

Showed how ta dare and dle

They met the Tans &nd the
'Auxies”,

into him.

Tans drove intn Kilmallock
Behingd one of the loiries, AR
Irish tricolour trmiled In the
dust

Leaping fiom  thelr lorries,
the Tan< assanited and beal
eseryhody they found en the
atrects

They went inta house«, and
smarhed (arnite they |ooted
drink, and fired at ansLhing
that moved

Finally, they went to Lord

Fdward Street, where they
bomhed and bhuined 1wo
hotsr~

Two days later—on a Sun-
day moining—the drapery pte-
nises of the famous Crowley
family of Ballylandera were
blown up and burned by Black
and Tans, who then drove on
to Garryspillane, where they
butngd the creamery

On the evening of July 20th,
after an ambush at Bally-
naught, military and Black
and Tans drove into Brurer,
hent on scngeance They shot
dend Thomnse Harcls, an in-
valld, nnd Patrick Duggan, a
=choolboy

The fight for fieadom cone
tinved to grow flercer Early
In August, curfew was imposed
In the Rural District of Kli-
mallack, and over most of

Sonth-cast and Easl Lime-
1K
On  August 14th Patrick

Lynch, of Hospital, nas taken
ot of hix home by Blach and
Tans and shot dead on the
roadeide

On August 26th  Cleeva's
Creamory at Knocklonp, was
burned by Crown Forces

On September 18th, (wn
voung Abbeyfcale men mnere
shot decad by a Black and Tan
A% they walked nlong the road
out of Abhe)yfunle

Kilmallock

On September 22nd, John A
Ivoch of Kilmullugk, wus
murdered in his Iredhoom
g Dublin llotel, by British
Lrown Forces

When his hody was hrought
bick to Kilmnllock, and agrin
on the dayv of htia Internment,
in IKilmallock the town #nar-
med with military and Black
and Tans

It was » scens nf Armed
arroganca The Crown Torces
ateod on the side-walks and
and Lkept thely guns trained
all the time on the people
who marched In the funeral
procession

On Octobor 25uth, Terence
Moe Swiney died In Brixton
Prinon, after a hunger strike
that had lasted 71 days Two
diy+ Iater thut s, on Oclo-
ber Xth the man »e LOme
memolate  toda), Michae)

= e i

Seanlan, magq shot by Crownn
Foices In Limerick Cin

On November 1w, I8 sear.
old Kevin Barry, wa+® hanged
in Mountjoy.

On November 21st, the dny
we know ever since an "Bloody
Sundasy ', 14 DBritlsh Seciet
Seitvice agents vweie zhot by
the IRA in Dublin

That afternoon British
Foice« ralned shots Intn 1
crond attending a lfoolhal)
mitch In Croke Park, killing
12, and wounding scorea of
othere

Among thore killled wny
Tem Hogan, a voung JRA
man  from  Tankardetownn,
who was viewing the match

On Dceember 10th, Limerlel
ity and Counrty, and mom of
Munate:, was put undes Alar-
tial Law,

DBut the IR A continued tn
“t1ike, And that December
they ambushed British Fatcea
at  Glenwurrane  snd  the
Crosz of the Tree

Limerick

In Limerick, the vear ended
in e tagudy

The RA organisced n
dance in Cahergulllnmoie  on
December  2oth  C ahcrgulll.
mole Hou<e, where the dancs
war bring held  was  sur
roundcd by hundred« of mil
itary, whn immadiately bhegnn
firing into the bullding

Five IRA men were shot
dend

These were rome of the
eventpe ol that  sear 1920
tstent mepn and herole men

provcd then woirth that year
when the test came, and
smong the hiavest wa« Mich-
acl Scanlan of Galbally  Angd
Kilmallork

Men of the Galtar mauntsin
enIntry mygar amer nnee wj)
lingly ta bow to forcign dom
Inatinn

The will 1o he free wace |n
their hlond Michael Seanlan
hrought that Inve of fracdom
with him when he camu o
Kllmnallnck

And he hiought with him
the the lene af all thinas
Irlsh  the love of aur Irich
IANZUAR®, mIT <ongs ol cnl-
ture mur traditions, all the
vitrl thinge that go 1o make
fretand n nation

From the Gaeclic Leragus n
wis A natural step ta 1he
Irish Veolunteers i mas thr
alep that Pearer Mae Dap
ach  Crannt Mace Sminey
C"follin<  Jde Valerta Brugha
and annumerahle athers had
taken Michael Seanlan =nan
rose to the 1ank of Comman
dant In the Taet Limerick
Rilgade heling oMeer in
charge o the No 1 Batinlion

~of thr Brigaie

Fraom now on he wmas 1
marked mnan Arrested
Nritialy Foarci®e he wae eon
veved moa mailitary Iy tn

Lamerniek oan Octoher 25 1920

Jumped

The loriy drew up ip { ont
of Wilham Street Police bar-
rach=

Knowning well the treat.
meni bhe could expiet at the
hand« of his eaptors, Michael
Seanian  jumped  from  the
lorty and madle & galiant dach
for freedom

He rought sheliter In the
basemient of a  houst In
Thomas Street, where he mas
found bv pursuers

Unarmed though he mnas
hie pursucrs poured a fuailadc
of mllctz Into him

He divdd n few hours later
When his remains were hoeing
hreught home tae his nathe
Galbally, the funeral was
stopped on the outshirls af
Limurich Cuy by the Britlsh
Fotcce who foircihly removed
the tricolour in which the
coflin was wiapped

Today, thanks to the saerl-
flces of men ke Michard
Scanlan the tricelour can v
in freedom In 26 of owr 32
countlies and we can guthel
here to honour Michael Secan.
lan, and to honour, through
him, all the dead who died
for Ircland, without fear af
interfersnee fiom any tiucul
ant foruign saldlery

But that Ig not te «1) that
the dream of Michael Sean
lan, or the dream of those
who ro*r in Dublin that Fas.
trruide 54 ycars ago, hat heen
reallsed in the full

That dav =ill not come
until the tricolour flles over
every part of lrecland, flies
over an Irish Jreland that
will cheriesh gll her children
cqunalls, and that will he
northy of aill the hlood that
was shed through the centur-
jex in her eause

Nara fada uainn an In =ip*

FETOTEESTETTE

tribute

MR. PATRICK Ryan,
11 Faryfield, Kil-
mallock, who was a pupil

of Michael Scanlan, pays
the following tribute :

*He wor a very great Irish-
man He wey sn lustilous
run of lrelbnd

| wus a pupll of hix 1 can
recile mutly of the pueins he
thought us

e inspited 2 love of Ire-
lang and & love of Irish lus
tory and Irmsh tradition in the
minds of his pupli«

*‘He told us of the greal
Iilah frecdom fghters domn
aleng the centurie« the
men of 1708 . the men of
1867 and, ax he himacif
usad to say, the glerioys men
of 1818

“On ona occasion, when ra-
farring te the Fenian attack
on Kilmallock RIC barracks,
he mentioned a Patrick
O'Rlordan of whom & survive
ing relgtive llves at Falry-
fleid. Kiimailock.

“May God be merciful we
the nohle mouls of all thewe
who died for ILeland.
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