KILMALLOCK

ATTACK

FEATURES

Farther inquiries regurding the attack on
Kilmallock barrack on Iriday moriing go
to show that it was by far tho most detor-
mined battle for the possession of a poliee
barrack that has teken plice in uny purt of
[reland, The barrack was attucked from all
sides. One gable ce¢nd adjoins Carroll’s
house, which is a much higher butlding, and
from the roof of Curroll’s slates at the back
wero  removed, and half-hundredweights
thrown from the opening on to the roof of
the barrack. When a lurge hole had been
made by these weights the allackers ap-
plied a line of hose, which it is suspected
was the one tuken from Limerick Junction
some few waeks ago, and poused into the
Larrack paraffin from the Anglo-American
Compauny’s oil (ank, which was comman-
deerod from the local agent, Mr. Hassett.
Boliles of petrol and sulphiur balls were also
thrown through the bresch in the roof,
bottles for tho purpose being procured {roin
a dump heap behind the Courthouse.

Whilst the party occupyving Carroll’s
house weare thus enguged, those near the
other gable end, from behind the shelter of
the Courthouge, used shot-puns and lsombs.
It 1s believed that it was ut the far side of
the Courthouse the greater purt of the am-
munition used by the altackers was dumped,
und o tilitary man, who knows something
of bombs, said on Saturday that one must
have expladed there.  There are soveral
marks on the Courlhouse wall, and frag-
ments of a2 bomb, including a pin, which
had been an ordinury nail, were lying close
by. Parts of i man’s cout were also found,
and the police ure of opinion that casual-
ties oceurred here; but the popular belief
15 that no accidental explosion occurred
throughout the siege.

Tho frontal atlack was made mainly from
the Post Offico and the Provincial Bank, and
from the rear a fourth party, who mado
loopholes through a hodge, lept up an in-
cessunt fire on the back windows.

The baltle opened st 1.45 a.mn., but
throughout the early part of the. night the
attackers must huve been busily engaged in
naking preparations, for the roads were
blocked and wires wore cut at places so far
distant as  Limnerick Junetion and Butte-
vanl. These precautions delayed by severnt
hours the police and military who were
summoned  from  Limerick, Ballyvonuire,
Buttevant, Draff, und other places. No
roud was xo unimporiant us to be overlook-
cd, and when the military, their progress
barred 12 ove direction, tried another roule,
they found themsolves confronted as before
by fallen trees and large boulders. These
it ook some time lo remove, and when the
miiitary reached the town there was no
trace of the attuckers, DBut that they had
not, gone Lo rest after-the night's battle was
later discovered, for when scomting parties
were sent out from Kilmalleck they found
that the roads which they had cleared in the
early worning were again mude impassable
bv boulders and trees.

Tho firing had not long opened when the
police were ealled upon to surrender. They
refused, and from the strength of the bar-
rack and the manner in which it was forti-
{ied, they woro conlident that it could nat
be taken. All the windows had steel shut-
ters three-eighths of an inch thick, and at
the rear there was a steel door. Sandbags
formed an additional protection, and the
police, who had bLeen expecting an attack
for the pust {ew inonths, had every reason
tn believe that they could hold out longer
than 1t would bo prudent for their assail-
unis to continua the battle. The result, in
a sunse, justified this view.,  The police
never contemplated the use by the atltack-
ers of inflammable liquids, and it was these
rather than bombs and rifle fire that re-

duced the barrack fo u heap of ruins,

MTHe fbiohi«-was not lone i1in nracrcee wwhan

the R.I.C. men learned the value of in-
flammatory substances on such  oceasions,
and, so far a3 il was possible, adopted (he
methods of the besiegers. They shot Vercey
lights into the Post Oftico and the Provineial
Bank in the hope that they would do with
these butldings us the others had done with
the barracks, and so burn out the party
that bad taken possossion of themn. Tho
attompt failed, end hoth buildings escaped
destruction.  They were, however, much
damaged by rifle-fire. |

The bombs used by tho attackers were of
4 large size, twice the size of an ordinary
ALils’ bomb, but of similar design, “They
urs of a design,” said a military man, “with
which the polico have of late become oo
familiar. We found several in a wooden
box near the Courthouse.  All had been
firod but they didn't cxplode. They were
made in this country, and one need not go
a hundrod miles away to find a ‘factory.’
They can be turned oul in a well-equipped
caruge.”’

Near the Courthouse also was found a
quantity of ammunition of the latest pat-
tern.  Armour-piercing  bullets were freely
ustexl in the attack, and i this connection
it may bo af interest to mention that the
four sets of steel shutters thut withstood the
Fentan attack also held out against the fire
of ' riday morning, whilst thoe newer “‘builet.

nroof””  shullers were picreed in sevaral
places,

The struggle {or possession of the bar-
rack was for the most part carried on in
duyiight, and this helped the attackers, who
fired wilth deadly uccurzcy. Within half-an-
hour Sergeant Keane was shot through a
loopliole of one of the shutlers, and around
cach loophole are several bullet-marks.

The polico were not so eusily uble to
locate the positions of their numerous as-
sattunts, and whey they did so their bullets,
directed at one or two occupied points, em-
bedded themselves in cemont bugs whicl
nad been commandeored from a local store.

Whan the fire broke out, Sergcant Keane
was lying wounded upstairs, and Constable
Morton, who had been defending the rear
of the bLuilding from his bedraom window,
also fell curly m the fight. His room was
over the lock-up, into which he fel) when
the floor gave way. The bodies of both
were practieally burnt away., It was im-
possib{c to recognise them as human  re-
mains; but the other police, knowing the
positions Lhe sergeant and constuble ocen-

ied when they fell, were able to suy which
Eody wias that of the sergeant and which
the constable.

It was whon the police left the barrack,
aboult 7 u.m., that Conslable Hoey was
wounded, Only the four walls of the bar-
rack then remained, und the surviving
policemnen rushed on to the streel. The
attacking porty had just withdrawn, and
were  assembling on the square near the
Central IHotel, preparing to depart. Not
oxpecting the police Lo appear, they were
taken by surprise when lire was opened
on them, gnd ono of their number fell,
mortslly wounded. The fire was refurned,
and Constuble Eloey was shet.  His cou-
ditian i3 critical, but hopes of his recovery
are eptertained, Ho is at present i the
Workhouso Hospital.

When the remains of the two dead police-
men  were discovered amidst the burning
ruins on Friday, they were faken to the
garden behind tho barrack, and Rev. P.
O’Sullivan, Army Chaplain, who is spendin
nis holidays in the town, was called in an
rociled the Rosary over them. When
coflined, they were romoved to the Court-
house to awalt fiquests.

It is stated that while the police wereg
occunied in removing the remains, Constable
McCuhety’s bicyelo was stolen from noav
the barrack wall. whero he hkad left it on
his arrvival from I3rufl.

Sergoeant IKeane, wl'o camo (rom the
Dopot only a few days befera, was through
the Boor war, and he was lhe last R.LC.
irooper to be dismounted. N

Coustable Morton was stalioned at Kil-
mallock for w considerable time. MYe was
the posthumous child of Sergeant Morion,
who was shot dend during riots at Carricks.
lock, Fis son, who is in the Air I'orce, was
twice decoraled during the wur. Another
son of his died recently, and he was yes-
terday buried in the sume grave at Kil.
mallock, potice and military following the
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