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THE NATIONAL FESTIVAL.
DEMONSTRATION AT ARDPATRICK.

The Nattona} Festival was celebrated at Ardl.
Eatrlck by a demonstration, which was attended
¥ people from Charleville, Kilmallock, Xilsn-
rmei and tho surrounding distriots. No place
telou (‘l:lbgumore appropriate for the purpose than
::;] bin of Patrick,” where the Patron Saint
I een, and laid the foundation of a church
(im the summit of the hill. A& procession was
lqmacd at the village, and went up the steep in.
cine to whero the Saint had chosen for his
;:hux:_ch at a quick pace.  Aniongst thoso who
ook part in it wero Trish Volunteers from Hos.
pital, Ballylanders, Kilfinane, Churlevilic, Al
patrick, Kilmallock, Glenroe, Qalbally, Dromin,
cte.  Whan tho meeting was formed near the
remains of the “round tower,” from which the
addresscs were delivered, there wus a large and
representative assemblaxe.

On the motion of Mr W. O'C
b Mr-D. P. MGusthy, the Ter o feopded
F.P., presided, and the other clergy pres:xli
were—Rev. v, Tee, P.P., Kilfinane: Rev.
Mangan, C.C., da.: Rm.’. Dy Dinc:en éc ’
sharleville: Rev, ¥r. Harty, C.C Eflin: Roy.
Ir. Connery, C.C., Ardpatrick; Rov. J. d'SHca:
Mi‘:ﬁofipexplzeﬁl}lc regret at beipng unablo {3

re reecived  from Rev. G. O'Conuor,
P.P., Brurce; Rev. 1. Higgins, C.C., Kil.
mallock; Rev. L. R. l\Ichrt'hy,'C,C.,,.’Panas.
keary; and Rev. W. P, Hackett, S.J. Limerick

TIB qu. Chairmun, who WwWas rCC'Oi\'L'd \\'it-]’.l
cheers, said ho had been inviterd by the Gaelio
Lieague to preside at that meeting, and ho very
readily consented to accept the offor, owing to
the fact that this was a revival of nu old celebra-
tion {cheers). “The old people often told him
thet thoy rememberod when there used be great
gatherings of peoplo at Ardpatrick on St Dat-
rick’s Day, when not alone people from tho
neighbouring parishes, but tho: from tlio neigh-
hOlll’lllI.’ Lowns nttended, nnl t]my had bands aund
other Iorm.a of cclcbration at their meeting
(cheevs). When emigration bepan, this cnstom
fell throush, but now the (aolic Icague, who
are reviving: the old language, are alco reviving
the celebrations, and among them one in honour
of St Patrick.  So up and down theough the
country meclings are being organiead on St Pat-
rick’s Day to do houour to the National Apostlo
and there was no place more suited to one
cf thoso thait Ardpatrick (hear, hear), The fact
that St Patrick came there him:elf in DoIson—it
was ona of the places in the country that was so
honoured by his presence; he was received thore
1n honour and 1cspect, and by tha Chiefs. whom
he instructed and reeecived manvy of them into
the Church.  When leaving Ardpatrick he laid
the foundntion of the Church, Joft his priests
after him to continue his work. and from that
day to this the parish of Ardpatrick lind not been
without n priest (cheers). The chureh was com-
pleted after he Jeft, and » monastery, ete,, vere
also raised. As the Gaclic League had reorganised
one of thoso mectings = they had rea-
son wa  be grateful {o them, and he
hoped that all who lad come theye that dny
would ocarry the blesting of St Patrick with
theimn to enable them to live and practice ks
teaching and be guided by it during their lives
(applause). ”

Mr Pierce Beazley, Dublin, who was well 1e-
ceived, soid thoy had assembled, as many thous-
ands of Irishmen and Irish vomen throughout
Ireland and the world had assembled, to ccle-
brato tho National Festival. In a lengthened
and eloquont addvess, he spoke of the specinl
signficance which thoe National Festival had for
them, somuthing to distinguish it {rom all other
celebrations, and referred to the time when Lie-
iaud was tho great centre of culture and leern-
ing.  Their ancient glories had decayed, but
still they met year after year to celebrate tho
Feast of St Patrick, They romembered thoy
were all Ivishmen of a great past, and reealled
the days when their race was great and glorious.
In tho:e tines it was no wonder that thee vho
cared for Ireland, lived and intended to stay ia
Ireland, rhould cclebrate tho TFestival with w
eense  high and holy, and swear allegiance to
Mothor et {henr, hear). They met with a
common mind that they wore Irishmen, proud
to do what thev could for Ireland, and that day
they shared in the triumphs and sorrow of ihe
whole nation, and their motio was Ireland for
all (hear, hear). They did not want to speuk a
word of any differonce of opinion. |

“Btart not, Irish-bEorn mau,
tf you're {o Ireland true
We heed not race, nor crecd, nor clan,
Weo havo hearts and hawnds for you.”
Xt wves something to say that in spite of all
offorts to kill the languege, it was not dead yes,
and the Gaclio League wors working to reslore
it and malke it again the natioral language of
Ireland. The history of the Irish nation, though
ead, war also noble, and if they wanted to oo
Irishmon, theoy should be Irish in speech and
cverything, and on that St Patrick’s Day lct
thew again vow allegiance to Ireland, aund i
thoy did their duty and kept true to tho cause,
(llzc:; l;wy ret make it prosperous and free (2p-
plause).

Rev. D Dineen, C.C., who twas received with
cheers, said thozo who organised the demonstra-
tion were to be congratulated on the idea and
the suceoss that attended their cBorts. As Father
Graham had told them. it was the re-openming
of an old chapter of the history of Ireland in
Ardpatrick. aud he hoped many chapters would
follow. 2Ir Beazley, who liad come all the
ways from Dublin to give the magnificent ad-
dress which they had just heard, had zo well
covered the ground that he (Dr Dincen) feoared
ho would be only painting the lily if he were
to spealt at any length. There were, howevor,
ono or two points he would inention, e -
ferred to the language in relation to prayer, and
waid there was no language in the world so eaay
to speak to God or keep in touch with God n
the Churoh or in the ficld ns the languape of
Patrick, Brigid, and Columecille.. He mentioned
its pleasing forms of salutation, and ead to
compare them with the language they had made
their own.  Thero was not a Bishop in Ireland
in his last Lenten Pastoral that had not {o warn
tho faithfnl against objectionable literature in
the English language. Concluding, ho snid that
whorever thoy encouraged thoe 1lrish language
they wero doing the work of thoe children «f
God, and as priests they wero doing their part to
win n place for that blessipf which St Patrick
called down on that holy Inll {applause). )

Mr S:an O Murthuille, Gaelic League Organia-
or, next addressed the meeting. Ho said he
wes proud to say a few words on behalf of his
native land, und was glad to seo assemsbled men
and women who were making sacrifices g0 that
tho soul of Ircland may not oxf)iro {hear, hcar).
Deople thers were who would lock on that de-
monstration with an air of ridicnle, and say
what was the good of it all! 'They were there
tn show Ireland and the world thut tho cause
of Ircland is going on in fertility and strength,
and that tho people wera determined to carvy it
Lo viclory. They would not turn back until the
Janguago of Ireland was placed in its proper
position in the country, and he appealed to lus
hearore to do so m that district (hear, lear).
They should be Irish in tongue and soul. Ho
asknd them to study the history of Ireland’s paat,
in which they would find some durk pages, but
records «f glorions deeds which would instil in
them & spinit of good. They were there to pro-
claim it to be_ fhe duty of every Irishman to
stand for Irish Nationality and Ireland a Nation.
With regard to the litorature referred to by Dr
Dineen, there was no better method of stemming
this rubbish than by popularising the Irish lau-
guage. Ho also advocated the support of Irish
manufactures, . ,

A voto of thanks to the rev. Chairman brought
ulO proccedinss to a C]Osc. ©Ilrish Newspaper Archives



