BRILLIANT CONTEST AT MALLOW
VICTORY FOR KILFINANE.

Mallow Town Park was on yesterday agnin
the scene of an enormous gathering on tho
oceasion of the struggle foy the final in hurl-
ing foir the cup presented by his Lordship,
Most Rev Ir Croke, Archbishop of Cushel.
Curk and Limerick were to decide this final,
about which so ivch has been written and
said, but tho fight for it occurred so often
and ended so unsatisiactorily on ull occasions
that there were uot a few who looked forward
to yesterday's match between Blackrock and
Kilfinuné with glooiny anticipations, because
circumstances forced upon them the conviction
that wnsfortune was associated with the fix-
ture. It looked as if tho forccasts of those
who were becoming weary of match after
matcn without any result for the samne cause
were not to be realiscd, but at the very wind-
up of yesterday’s contest there arose a cir-
cwnstance that in the minds of those peaple
Justified their forebodings s Lo unsati:factory
elements. This circumstonoe is fully dealt
with below, and it will suffice hero to say that
Kilfinano were declured the winners by ono
point afier tho best mateh ever witnessed in
Mallow Town Park. It will be romembered
that this fixture was originally made for
Mallow. Iilfinane did not turn _up, and
urged as a reason bad weather. Biackrock
were awarded the match, bul after somo
parley on both sides the latter waived their
ciain, and the same venuo for the play was
agam decided on. The teams did mect as
arrunged, and the scoring was even. Kil-
finune refuscd 1o replay in Mallow on the
ground of unfair {reatment at the hands of
spectators during the draw matel, with what
reason was not evident, it has been geuerally
and consistently stated, to 99 per cont of the
vast crowd that asrembled on thai oceasion.
behaved with the greatest impartiality.
However, Kilfinane alhore tenaciously to the
assortion, but wich that we have nothing
to do. A great deal of unpleasantness ensued
at meetings of the Council and tho different
County Boards over this matter, and oven-
tunted in a ajority of the last Council meet-
ing in Dubtin re-fixing tho match for Mallow
for yesterday. The Rockios, after delibera-
tion, decided to comply with the order of Coun-
¢il, and consequently the teams lined up
vesterday, all looking in the pink of con-
dition, and anxious for the fray. The morn-
ing broko out gloomy, a drizzling rain falling
intermittently, yet anbout noon okl Sol came
out only for awhile. Io soon hid his head
agein. and {here succeedod an oppressively
dead heat and ominous clouds, which exeeuted
tireir threats with n drenching rain during
portion of tho first hall of the match. How-
ever tho weathor cloared up again, and the
contest was finished under faivly satisfactory
atmospherical condditions.  Rarely has thero
been seen in Mallow such an enormous gather-
ing of Qaels and supporters of the
pastime. The sgpeecial train  from Cork
was texed to the utmost. The same applies
to the train from Limerick Junction, which
brought great erowds from Garryowen and
Tipperary. Such was the interest centred in
this important event that a number of Gity
Fathers attended fo witness whut was un-
daubtedly an escecdingly brilliant exposition
of the sciehiee of hurling, These included Ald
B Iitzgerald, Chairman Cerk Board of Guard-
iams; Me C Millard, 7C, P L G; and Mr B
Fitzgorald, T C. Blackrock team were ac-
compaited by Ree Fe M Marphy, C C, Black-
rock. vwho shares with the revered Ven Arch-
deacon Coghlan, P P of the parish, which gives
a name to our once All-Trelaind Champions,
a deep interest in the general welfare of these
famed harlers Kilfinane, tno, had a large and
enthusiastic following. including Mr Downes,
their respected president ; Mr AU'Carthy, treas,
and Mr D 8 Lyvons, R DC, Chairman Limerick
County Boand. There were also present—
Mocers M Deering, President G A A; W
Wrenn, (o Trustee ; Thomas Dooley, sec Cork
County Board ; 4. Keane, V C, Central Coun-
cil, and D Woods, Co T'rustee, who refereed
the mateh with o sirictness and ability de-
sirable on such oceasions, Tt is to Dbe re-
grotted that ihe Executive charged sueh a pro-
hibitive entrance fee as Gd per head. The
resiult was that not hall those who travelled
to the town were on the field, while elimbing
walls and foreing guaps were resorted to by
the sterner ones who would witness the match
at all hazards. Owing to the rains of the pre-
vious days, the ground was soft and slippery,
consequently there were many falls, and a few
injurics of a trifiing nature. The order of the
spectatore was admirable, as is always the
case at Mallow. Not a single player was inter-
fered with, and not ono incident occurred {o
mar tho proceedings. As to the mateh it may
be repeated that is was simply a marvel of
seiontific hurling. It was fast, orderly, and
well contested at all points. The bull was kopt
rolling and fiying all the time, and ever and
anon there were sowe splendid exhibitions of
pussing. This was the good feeling which scem-
od to animate the players, all of whom worked
with a will and for all they were worth, made
matters vary pleasant for all concerned, and
maintained the interest of the vast crowds
behind the ropes. A large number of Con-
stabulary were present from Cork, Mailow,
and the distriets surrounding, but nothing
oceurred to call for their interfevence. In the
first half Kilfinane shone out grandly,
not  alone  in individual instavees,
or at any quarter of the arena, but as a well-
combined body and in all places and at all
times. 'Their forwards were dashing.yet with-
al cool-headed fellows, who knew when and
how to feed their comrades. If any distine-
tion is to be mada. it must be with reswrd to
the backs, who were superhb when they gob
any tough work to do. And hard work they
did get occasionally, becanse Blackrock at
{times proved much more knacky than they
gonerally got ervedit For. and must hare seaces]
several times but for IKilfinane's able defence.
The Garryowen men kept foreing all the time,
and it was only by dint of brilliaas nnd hard
work, and mustering all their old energy anil
ability that Blackrock got the three peints
they secured in the first half. On change of
sitles the scene was a different one. Uiack-
rock seemed cooler, they tomnel better,
passed well, when passing was necessary, and
shot straighter than they did in the begin-
ning. They roon equalised matters, an: were
at one period lending, but Nilfinane evantually
overtook nnd finally got alicad of thom by wie
point. The unsatisfactory element refzrred
to abave arose in this way. Abunt haif a
minute heforo eall of full time, the ball was
in the Wilfinane territory. 1t went towards
the right wing, and a Blackrock mun pewcked
it up and shot right into tho goal. The red
flag was put up, and it is allegod simultane-
ously the line flag was raised, indieating that
the ball had been struck from over line. The
referce's whistle also went simultmwouhly.
Thus mattets stand, but the referee declared
that Kilfinsne Imd won by one point. Black-
rock, wa understand, bave ladged an object -



ion. Messrs W Abern, Cork, J Reidy, Lime-
rick, Michael Cotter, Cork, and D S Lyona.
Limerick, were gonl umpires, and Messrs P
Ice, imerick, and M Riordan, Dublin (late of
Cork), linesmen, We understand that Kil-
finane and Blackrock have arranged to play

a friendly metch on a date and place to be
fixed later on. Detatls : —

On tha spin of the eoin Blackrack were fa-
voured, and they clected to play with a sun
that was not particularly briliant on their
backs. Play commenced sharp at 2.29, and
wius opened by Kilfinuno getting possession
and making nn over, Throw-out found Black-
rock on the defensive, but they were well tack.
led by Kilfinane, who made another over.
A splendid puck out to thoe centre of the field
wis taken up by Delea for Blackrock, and a
fiying shot was converted into & point, which
was succeeded by a similar score by Jeremiah
Flaberty four minutes from commencement
of play. Some splendid work in the way of
passing on both sides was now witnessed, and
as 2 result of steady hitting and watchfulness,
Kilinano got a point. The right wing was
now tne scene of a few minutes’ stiff strupgle,
for which relief was found by another over.
Blackrock got on the ball. which they carried
along the left wing to the Kilfinane goal,
hut a shot went wide. The Rock-
ies kept on the defensive, but a few
shots went over, the softness of the ground
telling on both sides at this period. Kilfinane
zot possession again and, rushing up to their
opponents’ goal, had no difficulty in breaking
through o weak defence and cqualizing mat-
tors, Ilaherty aitacked on the left wing, but
Shaunogne met him and defeated an aftempt
to score. Ilowevevr, Blackrock stuck at it,
and had the ball alinost at the Kilfinane posts,
but the backs of the latter were too good. Kil.
finane then rushed up the feld and made o
majority point. A dull period ensued in the
left wing and anbsequently in the open, when
a delay occurred in consequence of a Blaclk-
rock man, Croniu, getting hurt. His place
wa siaken by Chris Young. On resumption
the Cork men sent the hall aver left side which
was followed by them, failing in an endeavour
to goal. Kilfinane deiended in  exeollent
style, aud gol matters imto their own hands
with the result that they pur another point
to thew cradit,  Blackrock followed up in a
dienching downponr of rain by getting a like
score off one of their well-known long shots.
After this Kilfinane worked desperately, and
notwithstanding an excellent defence, got a
well seeured goal. Cork scemed enervated by
this and, earryving the ball down the field, De-
lea took n shot from houd and grazed the
point post, missiog badly, when be was in no
«way sarrounded. Blackrock mnade nothing
of a free, rather did Limerick use it to ad.
vantage as they shot back and were only pre-
vented scoring again by tho brilliant stand of
tha Cork goul keeper. A minute after this a
Kiltfinano man stretched himnself on the field.
cried, and whea the otber players gathered
around him, he showed a disposition to fight.
It subscquontiy transpired that he was really
hurt ,bnt ho was, however, ablo to resume
play. This oceasioned » five minutes delay.
On resumpiion of the play in mid-field mild
play was changed somewhat by Kilfinane
shogting from a long distancen point. They
coutinued this play for seme fime, but Young
ot a hold of the ball and was foiled in an
ondeavouy to score. The Limerick men now
combiuved much hettor and zave Blackrock
a warm time of it in their own gquarter.
Flaherty, however, relieved with a long shot,
but it was as quickly returned, when the play
became fast and furious, out of which Black-
rock emerged with honour, Cremin (captain)
making a splendid run along the left wing after
taking the ball from four of Kilfinune stars.
An over-line was about to be played off whon
half time was called. The score then stood—

Kilfinane ... 1 goal & points.
Blaclkrock w. 3 points,

On spreading themselves after change of
sides, Kilfinane made a move to score, but it
was baulked by Morley and 3oloney, and then
n shot for goal was well stopped. However,
they had tried agnin and got a point. They
now scemed to place themselves biotter, with
tho result that thoy several times would have
scored but for tho great work of the Garry-
owen backs., They kent on passing, and over
after over was returned until thoy were reward-
ed for hard fighting by a goal, amidst penoral
cheering. Again they went to work deter-
minedly and kept the play in their opponents
goul for u cousiderable time, XKilfinune got
enso by a shot to mid-field which they fol-
lowed up, and it ended in a 50 yards free puck
for them. Out of this they got nothing, which
wak duo to the work of O'Goriman, who made
a splendid rnn throngh. Kilfingne again cen-
tred, Lut Blackrock got the hall on the left
wing snd retained it until Young scored a
point cleverly., Tuck-out sent the bLall dead
on the lefr side, Lul on its heing centered
Kilfinane attacked well and shat down the field
with a nice hout of passing nutil they fouund
tho way clear for a shot for goal, The direct
shot, however, was sent back in good satyle by
the Cork goal-keepor. Play was now confined
to the left wing in the Blackreck territory,
but Cork got it out and were rushing up the
right wing to «core when Shannogue return-
ed it. Blackrock sent it back again, and Young
registered another point. 1L was now simply
a matter of Kilfinune defending, as for the mnost
part of the next five minutes {he struggle lay
in the vicinity of the Limerick posts until
Blackrock got a free. This was well stopped,
and after e run up and down Killinane put
Cork on tho defensive, but the goal-keeper of
the latter watched his ground too well, and
the good work of Lumerick was consequently
rendered futile. For a short time the struggle
was desperate in the Blackrock territory, and
it was only when Malouey brought it over
that relicf come, Killinane then pressed. and
scored two points in quick succession. Cork
again got on the defensive, but their shoty
went wide, Limerick subsequently shono out,
and from an over on the lefl side got near
tho Cork posts, but did no good. A gamo of
long shots ensued in which Blackrock had the
best of matters, and eventually scored a point.
Play now beeame desperate as full time wns
drawing to a close. Blackrock forced, hut the
defence was simply grand, the ball on several
occasions being at the posts when scoring was
defeated. Play was conveyed to the left right
wing, and here the incident above referred
to cccurred. At full time the score stood:—

Kilfinane ... 1goal 7 points,
Blackrock it 3 ngll 6 points,

The following are the teanis:— .

Blackrock—Denis Cremin capt; Jeremizh
Coughlan, Daniel Coughlan, Deuis Coughlan,
Patrick Conghlan, William Hufie, Michael
Huffe, David Iayes, Michael Cronin, Stephen
Riovdan, Robert Mooney, I* O'Gorman, Jerh
Flaherty, Michacl Lynch, James Delea, Josoph
Anderson, Williama Moloney.

Kilfinane—D Grimes capt; Joames Hanly
(Shaunogue); M Downes. M Finn, P Finn, P
O’'Brien, I Dunworth, Maurice Fiynn, T Bra-
zil, J Condon, Michael Hynes, J Butler, J
Flood, J Busquin, J Cottrell, T Casey, and P
Muleahv.



