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PURPOSE

To equip you with the knowledge & skills to operate legally & ethically online

GOALS – for you to …

1. Understand what copyright is & its implications for your work

2. Know where to find images & how to identify copyright permissions

3. Know how to source images using Google Lens & Creative Commons

4. Understand how to deal with copyright-related complaints



 Copyright – history & meaning

 Websites – examples of practice

 Image sources

 Using Google Lens

 Using Creative Commons 

 Plagiarism – what is it and how to avoid it

 How to credit images & written sources 

 Dealing with complaints

 Copyright resources

 Questions



“There is fundamental right to copyright in 
Irish Law. This has existed as part of Irish legal 
tradition since the time of Saint Colmcille.”

Mr. Justice Peter Charleton, 16 April 2010

 The Cathach, written in Latin, is the oldest 
Irish manuscript of the Psalter in existence, 
and is the earliest example of Irish writing, 
ating to c.560-600AD

 The Cathach is a copy made by St Colmcille 
(Columba) of a psalter owned by St Finnian

The Cathach / The Psalter of St Columba
(Image: Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain)



Disagreement over the ownership of the copy 
of the psalter led to a judgement by the 

High King Diarmait Mac Cerbhaill:

“To every cow belongs its calf, 

to every book its copy”

https://opensource.com/law/11/6/story-
st-columba-modern-copyright-battle-

sixth-century-ireland

The Cathach, Initial Q
(Image: Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain)

https://opensource.com/law/11/6/story-st-columba-modern-copyright-battle-sixth-century-ireland


 HOLDER

 A person or an organisation holding the copyright 
on a piece of writing, image, music etc…

 RIGHTS

 Are the only people who have the legal right to 
publish, broadcast, perform it, etc…

 USERS

 Other people must ask their permission to use it, or 
any part of it

(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary)



 NOTE:

 Copyright arises automatically on the 
creation of an original work. 

 The work does not need to: 

 Be published

 Have a copyright notice on it 

 Protection is free and automatic

(Copyright Association of Ireland)



 A work is protected if it is from the 
creator’s skill and effort, and is not 
simply copied from another work

 In most cases, copyright lasts for 
the creator’s lifetime plus 70 years

(Copyright Association of Ireland)



Just because something 
is already on the internet 

doesn’t mean you can 
just copy it









Your own images
 The easiest to use

 You may wish to use a Creative Commons License

Donated images already in your collection
 Anytown Community Archive Collection 

Newly donated images
 Use Donor/Copyright Form (evidence of permissions)

 Images from repositories
 e.g. National Library & National Gallery of Ireland, National Portrait Gallery (UK)

From the internet 
 Use Creative Commons Licensed Resources (e.g. Wiki Commons, Flikr Commons)

 Good search engine at OpenVerse

https://wordpress.org/openverse/?referrer=creativecommons.org








Image: Sir Walter Raleigh / National Portrait Gallery, London / NPG7 / CC BY-NC-ND



 Creative Commons issues 
copyright licences.

 These copyright licences allow 
copyright permissions to be 
modified to the creator’s needs.











National Library of Ireland on The Commons, No restrictions, via Wikimedia Commons

Fastnet Rock Lighthouse, Cork



Flickr Commons has two 
main objectives:

1. To increase access to 
publicly-held 
photography 
collections, and

2. To provide a way for the 
general public 
to contribute 
information and 
knowledge.



Open Advanced Search

Select All Creative Commons from Licences drop down list







The Fastnet Lighthouse, Ireland

Image: helen@littlethorpe/ Flickr/ CC BY-NC-ND 2.0





 Caption/title

 Name/owner of the work

 Where image is located

 Its licence/permission

The Cathach / The Psalter of St Columba
Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain)

Sir Walter Raleigh / National Portrait Gallery, London / NPG7 / CC BY-NC-ND

National Library of Ireland on The Commons, No restrictions, via Wikimedia 

Commons

helen@littlethorpe/ Flickr/ CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Image: National Library of Ireland / Flickr Commons / NLI Ref.: L_ROY_11182

The Cathach, Initial Q
Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain)



taking someone 
else’s work or ideas, 

and passing them off 
as your own

(Oxford Dictionary)

clipartpanda.com



 Copying words or ideas from 
someone else without giving 
appropriate credit. 

 This includes copying media 
(especially images) from other 
websites and pasting them into 
your own website.

(Plagiarism.org)



 Failing to put a quotation in quotation 
marks.

 Giving incorrect information about 
the source of a quotation.

 Changing words but copying the 
sentence structure of a source 
without giving credit.

 Copying so many words or ideas 
from a source that it makes up the 
majority of your work, whether you 
give credit or not.

(Plagiarism.org)



Most cases of 
plagiarism can be 
avoided by citing 

sources. 

(Plagiarism.org)
California State University Library 

library.csun.edu





Confirm usage permissions

Ask yourself: 

Do I have permission to use this 
source, and who gave me that 
permission?

Always cite your source



 When referring to a work by another author:

 If from a written publication, refer to author in text, e.g. (Barclay, 2010 p. 100) 
and reference at end.

 Use quotation marks if copying directly, or paraphrase in own words.

 Footnote example for a written reference: 

Barclay, Barbara, The Mayo Orphans Scheme (Dublin, 2010).

 If from a website, cite website name in text, and provide link to source & the 
date the website was accessed in footnotes.
 Footnote example for a website reference: 

Our Irish Heritage, ‘Lobster fishing season is no pot luck’ [5 Oct 2022]

https://www.ouririshheritage.org/content/archive/topics/traditional-boats-of-irelands-wild-atlantic-way-topics/lobster-fishing-season-is-no-pot-luck


 From a website: 

 Give website name and page 
name. 

 e.g. “The building on Kildare 
Street was designed by 
Thomas Newenham Deane 
and was used to show 
contemporary Irish, British 
and Continental craftsmanship 
in its construction.” (National 
Museum of Ireland, History of 
the Museum, www.museum.ie) 
[Accessed October 04 2019]

 From a written publication: 

 Give author’s name and year 
of publication (with page 
number if quoting)

 e.g. (Barclay, 2015, p.100)

 Provide full name of 
publication at the end of the 
article.

 From a newspaper: 

 Give name and date of 
newspaper

 e.g. The group departed via 
one of Bianconi’s cars (Mayo 
Constitution, 25 September 
1849).

http://www.museum.ie)[acessed/


Three Reasons to Complain

1. Commercial

2. Personal

3. Principle

technologyadvisors.com







 Take these very seriously

 Act immediately:

 Remove the work from your site

 Respond immediately to the complaint.

 Apologise

 Explain that the image/wording has 
been taken down Image: "Copyright Pirates" / Library of Congress 

Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain



 Follow their lead as to how to correct. 

 The complaint may indicate if they will 
allow permission under certain 
circumstances

 If appropriate, suggest how to make 
amends. e.g. appropriate credit, link to 
their website

 Do not reinstate the image/wording unless 
agreement has been reached

 Remember that most people want their 
content shared, with appropriate credit, as it 
will drive traffic to their own website

Image: "Copyright Pirates" / Library of Congress 

Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain



Our Irish Heritage – Resources – Member’s Section 

Video Resources for Community Archives – Copyright & Related Issues

 General Information Concerning Copyright & Related Rights (Govt of Ireland)

 Understanding Copyright (Scottish Council on Archives, Video)

 Understanding Copyright: Licensing (Scottish Council on Archives, Video)

Training Handouts & Presentations 

 Donor Copyright Release Form 2022 (Irish Community Archive Network)




